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M ore than 6,000 juveniles were
admitted to West Virginia (WV) juvenile
detention centers from 1992 through
1998. Of these juveniles, 893 were
admitted in 1998.  This report describes
those juveniles, summarizes the offenses
charged and provides an overview of
current and projected use of juvenile
detention by county.

The purpose of this report is to
provide criminal justice professionals
and policy makers with information to
facilitate sound policy decisions, ensure
fair allocation of resources and determine
more appropriate juvenile programming
and crime  intervention measures.

The source of this information is
monthly population reports (MPRs) and
intake and release forms generated by
juvenile detention center staff. MPRs and
intake and release forms contain
demographic information about juveniles
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admitted to WV juvenile detention
centers. MPRs were generated once a
month, while intake and release forms
were filled out at the time each juvenile
was admitted and released from
detention.

Detention centers started using MPRs
in 1992.  Intake and release forms were
developed in 1997 by DCJS to collect
additional information. Detention
centers began using these forms in the
winter of 1997.

Under the Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention Act (as
amended in 1992), DCJS collects and
reviews MPRs and intake and release
forms to monitor juvenile detention
centers for compliance with juvenile
detaining standards and federal
mandates.  DCJS also monitors detention
for compliance with state detaining
guidelines set forth in Facilities Review
Panel v. Coe (1992).
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Division of Juvenile Services

The WV Division of Juvenile Services, (DJS)
under the Department of Military Affairs &
Public Safety, was created by the WV
Legislature in 1997.

At that time, the function of juvenile
detention  was t ransferred from the
Department of Health & Human Resources
(DHHR) and the function of  juveni le
corrections was transferred from the Division
of Corrections (DOC) to the new division.

Manfred G. Holland is the Director of
DJS and Mike Hale  is the Chief of
Operations - Detention.

DJS  operates seven juvenile facilities.
Two are correctional facilities and five are
pre-dispositional detention centers.

The five juvenile detention centers  have
a total capacity of 70 beds.  The centers
are designed for short-term secure
detention of male and female juveniles
ages 12-18 who are awaiting disposition or
placement in a correctional facility.

Northern Regional
Juvenile Detention Center

Location:  Wheeling
Capacity:  16

Southern Regional
Juvenile Detention Center

Location:  Princeton
Capacity:  15

Eastern Regional
Juvenile Detention Center

Location:  Martinsburg
Capacity:  10

North Central Regional
Juvenile Detention Center

Formerly West Central
Location:  Parkersburg

Capacity:  10

South Central Regional
Juvenile Detention Center

Formerly Kanawha Home for Children
Location:  Dunbar

Capacity:  19
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Admissions
893 juveniles were admitted to WV

juvenile detention centers in 1998.
From 1992 through 1998, there were

6,165 juveniles admitted to detention.
22% (1,364) of these were admitted to
Northern, 20% (1,232) to Southern, 12%
(757) to Eastern, 14% (885) to North
Central, and 31% (1,927) were admitted
to South Central.

The court initiated detention for 69%
of all juveniles admitted to detention in
1998.  Police initiated another 13% of
juvenile detentions that year.

12% of all 1998 detentions were
admitted in April.  The second highest
number were admitted in November.  The
least number of juveniles were admitted
in July and December respectively.

Age
The age of juveniles admitted to

juvenile detention centers in 1998 ranged
from 11 to 20 years old.  The average
age at admission was 16.  Most juveniles
(63%) were either 16 or 17 years old
when they were admitted.

The average age of the overall
juvenile detention center population from
1992 to 1998 was also 16.
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Living Situation
More than one-third (34%) of

juveniles admitted to detention in 1998
lived with only their mother at the time
of offense.  8% lived with only their
father.  Only 15% lived with both
parents.  11% lived in an out-of-home
placement.  10% lived with one parent
and the parent’s significant other. 5%
lived with grandparents and another 14%
lived with other relatives, friends or
alone.

Age of Juveniles Admitted to Detention
1998
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In 1998, 84% of the 893 juveniles
detained were male and 16% were
female. Similarly from 1992 to 1998,
87% of the 6,165 juveniles detained
were male and 13% were female.

Gender of Detainees
1998

Female
16%

Male
84%

Limitations
The quality of the data in this report depends on the accuracy of information provided to

detention center staff when the juvenile was admitted.
The statistics presented may include juveniles who have entered the system multiple

times because some juveniles are detained and released more than once between case referral
and disposition.  Also, juveniles may have more than one detainable offense charged against
them within a year.  Therefore, statistics in this report may count juveniles who have been
detained more than once during the calendar year.

During those seven years, ages
ranged from 10 to 20, and more than half
(59%) were 16 or 17 years old.

Juveniles under juvenile jurisdiction
(the offense(s) was committed before
their 18th birthday) may be admitted to
or remain in juvenile detention after their
18th birthday awaiting adjudication for
the offense(s) charged.

Detention Admissions
1998
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Race
Minorities are overrepresented in

WV’s juvenile detention population in
contrast to the overall racial distribution
of WV’s juvenile population.

Of the 893 juveniles taken into
juvenile detention in 1998, 79% (707)
were white, 18% (164) were black,  and
a little more than 2% (19) were other
races.  This racial distribution contrasts
with the overall  juvenile population that
is 95% white, 4% black and 1% other
races, according to 1990 Census data.

Minority overrepresentation rates
were similar in the overall juvenile
detention population 1992 through 1998.

However, taking into consideration
the small number of juveniles who are
actually taken into WV juvenile detention
centers every year, WV’s juvenile
minority overrepresentation rate is
similar to the national rate.  According
to Juvenile Offenders and Victims: 1999
National Report, minorities comprised
34% of the national juvenile population
in 1997 and 67% of the juvenile
population in public correctional
facilities.

Adjudication History
Almost one-third (30%) of the

juveniles admitted in 1998 had been
previously adjudicated delinquent and
placed on probation. 17% had been
placed in Department of Health &
Human Resources (DHHR) custody
previously.  6% had been in DJS custody,
and only 2% reported a previous court
ordered out-of-state placement.

56% of the juveniles admitted in
1998 were reportedly on probation at the
time of admission.

70% had not been detained
previously in the same facility.  16% had
been previously detained once, 6%  twice
and 3% three times.

25% reported no previous out-of-
home placements.  19% reported at least
one, and another 14% had two. 11% had
three, and 7% had four. 15% reported
being placed out-of-home five or more
times.
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Race
1998 Detainees Compared to 1990 Census Data

Offenses
There were 1,191 offenses listed on

1998 MPRs for the 893 juveniles
admitted to WV juvenile detention
centers that year.  Less than 2% were
transferred to adult criminal status.

These offenses have been grouped
into the following four classifications.

Person offenses include assault,
child abuse and or neglect, attempted
suicide, homicide, kidnapping, robbery
and sexual assault.

Property offenses include arson,
burglary, damaged property, stolen
property, and theft.

Drug offenses include possession,
manufacture and sale of controlled
substances.

Type of Offenses Charged
1998
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The fourth or Other  category
comprises weapons offenses, public
peace offenses, obstructing justice and
other miscellaneous offenses.

Because many juveniles may commit
and be charged with multiple offenses,
the total number of offenses listed is
larger than the number of actual juveniles
admitted to detention.

58% of the juveniles admitted to
detention in 1998 reported they were not
under the influence of alcohol or any
drug when they committed their alleged
crime.  9% reported they were under the
influence of alcohol, and 22% reported
they were under the influence of some
drug.

Juvenile Detainee Racial Distribution General Population Racial Distribution

OtherOther BlackBlack

White White



4   Juvenile Detention Report

County
From 1992 to 1998, more than 20%

of the 6,165 juveniles admitted to WV
juvenile detention centers were from
Kanawha County. 7% were from Cabell
County and 6% were from Marion
County.

The top 10 counties with the highest
number of juveniles admitted to WV
juvenile detention centers from 1992 to
1998 are listed in the adjoining graph.
Wood and Ohio both had more than 5%
of the total number of juveniles,
Marshall , Berkeley and Mercer had a
little more than 4.5% and Jefferson and
3.8%.

A little more than 2%  of the total
juvenile detainees from 1992 to 1998
were from Harrison, Jackson, Logan and
Raleigh counties.

Brooke, Fayette, Greenbrier,
McDowell, Mingo, Monongalia,
Preston, Putnam, Randolph, Roane and
Wayne counties each had between  1%
and 1.7% of the total juvenile detention
center population from 1992 to 1998.

The remaining 31 counties each had
less than one percent of the total juvenile

detention center population
from 1992 to 1998.

Some counties sent
more juveniles to certain
detention centers than
others.

From 1992 to 1998,
juveniles from Ohio,
Marshall and Marion took
up most of the beds in
Northern.

Southern beds were
taken mostly by juveniles
from Marion, Mercer and
Raleigh counties.

Berkeley and Jefferson
counties sent the most
juveniles to Eastern.

Wood and Jackson sent
the most juveniles to North
Central.

Juveniles from
Kanawha and Cabell
counties took up most of
the beds in South Central.

Educational Factors
58% of juveniles admitted to

detention in 1998 were attending school
regularly.  20% reported they had
dropped out of school.  Of those that
attended regularly 18% were in the 9th
grade, 16% in the 10th and 11% in the
11.  10% were in middle school.  Only
3% were high school seniors.

25% reported being classified as
special education.  60% of the juveniles
reported being suspended and 22%
reported being expelled at least once in
the past two years.

Social/Home Factors
At the time of admission in 1998,

38% of juveniles reported having a drug
problem, and 25% reported having an
alcohol problem. 18% reported suicidal
tendencies, and 28% reported mental
health problems.  46% reported having
run away from home at least once.  72%
reported that they regularly associated
with delinquent peers.

68% reported they did not
participate in extracurricular school
activities.  40% reported past acting out
and violent behavior.

Only 18% reported having drugs or
alcohol in the home. 29% reported
having at least one parent with a criminal
background. 16% reported having
abusive parents. 19% reported neglectful
parents, and 20% reported disinterested
parents.

Release
There were 814 juveniles released

from juvenile detention in 1998.   The
average age at release was 16.5, but
more 18 year olds were released than any
other age.

Detention center staff reported that
only 6% of juveniles released in 1998
attempted to run while in detention.  Staff
reported that 84% of the juveniles had
positive interaction during their time in
detention. 63% had no incidents of acting
verbally, and 73% had no incidents of
acting out violently.  Only 10% of the
juveniles acted out verbally regularly,
and less than 3% regularly acted out
physically.

Length of Stay
Of the 814 juveniles released from

juvenile detention in 1998, 50% had
stayed two weeks or less.  The majority
of these  (34%) stayed one week or less
while only 3% did not stay overnight.
68% stayed four weeks or less, and 85%
stayed less than two months.

The average length of stay for
juveniles released  in 1998 was 29 days.
The shortest length of stay was just a
couple of hours, while the longest length
of stay was just over one year.

The average length of stay for the
overall juvenile detention population
from 1992 to 1998 was 26 days.  The
shortest length of stay was a few hours,
and the longest was a juvenile on adult
transfer that stayed just over four years.

From 1992 to 1998, 56% of the
juveniles in detention centers stayed two
weeks or less.  40%  of these stayed one
week or less, and 6% did not stay
overnight.  73% of the total number of
juveniles detained during this time period
stayed four weeks or less, and 76% were
released within a month.  90% stayed
less than two months.

Highest Total Admissions
1992 - 1998
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Detention Rates
To make accurate comparisons

between counties, detention rates were
calculated by dividing the number of
juveniles admitted to detention by the
juvenile population of the county.

Overall, WV’s juvenile detention
rate is low in comparison to other states.
For rate of juveniles in public facilities,
WV’s rate was  the 47th lowest in 1995.
Only Hawaii, Massachusetts, and
Vermont had lower rates that year.

In 1998,  Kanawha (178), Marion
(95) and Cabell (58) counties had the
largest number of juveniles admitted to
detention centers.

However, in proportion to county
population, Marion (95), Calhoun (11),
and Ohio (49) counties had the highest
detention rates in 1998.

There were 17 counties that had
detention rates higher than the WV state
average of 0.41%.  11 counties had

between 10 and 24 juveniles admitted,
and 30 counties had less than 10
juveniles admitted in 1998.

Ohio, Mercer, Marshall, Jefferson,
Jackson, Berkeley, and Harrison all had
more than 25 juveniles detained in 1998.

Doddridge, Gilmer, Grant, Ritchie,
and Wirt counties each had only one
juvenile admitted to juvenile detention
centers in 1998.

Monroe, Pocahontas, Summers and
Webster counties did not have any
juveniles admitted to detention centers
in 1998.

While it is important to examine the
number of juveniles detained and the
detention rate for each county, care must
be taken in drawing conclusions from the
data.   Detention rates fluctuate year to
year because the small number of cases
(893 in 1998) used to determine the rates,
varies from year to year.

There are also a  number of factors,
other than type of offenses charged that
go into a decision to detain a juvenile.
These factors include the juvenile’s
history, the philosophy of the judge and
prosecutor in the county and the
availability of alternative sanctions.

Data in the table below should be
interpreted only as a snapshot of the
situation in each county. It should be
evaluated in conjunction with the
individual policies and resources of the
counties.

1998 County Juvenile Detention Rates

County juvenile detention rates were calculated by dividing the number of juveniles from a particular county admitted to WV juvenile
detention centers in 1998 by the juvenile population of the county.  1990 Census figures were used for the juvenile population numbers.
Juvenile population includes all juveniles ages 10 to 17.  Arrest and subsequent detention of juveniles under ten are rare.  Including this age
group in the calculations would cause the numbers to underrepresent the county rates.

Juvenile  Juveniles

              Population      Detained   Rate

WV 217,329 893 0.41%

Marion 6,379 95 1.49%

Calhoun 990 11 1.11%

Ohio 4,974 49 0.99%

Jackson 3,228 30 0.93%

Jefferson 3,983 37 0.93%

Hardy 1,213 10 0.82%

Marshall 4,501 37 0.82%

Pendleton 775 6 0.77%

Kanawha 23,202 178 0.77%

Cabell 10,134 58 0.57%

Roane 2,202 12 0.54%

Mercer 8,016 42 0.52%

Randolph 3,362 17 0.51%

Hampshire 2,114 10 0.47%

Tucker 927 4 0.43%

Tyler 1,196 5 0.42%

Berkeley 6,719 28 0.42%

Braxton 1,503 6 0.40%

Greenbrier 3,989 6 0.15%

Putnam 5,398 8 0.15%

Lincoln 3,050 4 0.13%

Raleigh 10,672 14 0.13%

Gilmer 813 1 0.12%

Doddridge 869 1 0.12%

Fayette 6,676 8 0.12%

Taylor 1,765 2 0.11%

Barbour 1,845 2 0.11%

Upshur 2,796 3 0.11%

Wyoming 4,486 4 0.09%

Ritchie 1,155 1 0.09%

Boone 3,684 3 0.08%

Grant 1,370 1 0.07%

Summers 1,643 0 0.00%

Webster 1,495 0 0.00%

Monroe 1,397 0 0.00%

Pocahontas 1,026 0 0.00%

Lewis 2,051 8 0.39%

Clay 1,562 6 0.38%

Nicholas 3,871 13 0.34%

Harrison 8,231 27 0.33%

Logan 6,593 20 0.30%

Morgan 1,344 4  0.30%

Mineral 3,062 9 0.29%

Wayne 5,504 15 0.27%

Wood 9,933 24 0.24%

Wetzel 2,282 5 0.22%

Pleasants 992 2 0.20%

Monongalia 6,838 13 0.19%

Brooke 3,212 6 0.19%

Mason 3,225 6 0.19%

Mingo 5,055 9 0.18%

Preston 4,008 7 0.17%

Wirt 584 1 0.17%

McDowell 5,352 9 0.17%

Hancock 3,983 6 0.15%

Table #1- Source: 1998 Monthly Population Reports

Juvenile  Juveniles

              Population      Detained      Rate

Juvenile  Juveniles

              Population      Detained     Rate
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This report is the work of Division of Criminal
Justice Services (DCJS) staff and was funded
through the US Department of Justice.

Information presented in this  report  in no
way represents the opinions of the US
Department of Justice or the State of WV.

J. Norbert Federspiel,  DCJS Director
Analyzed & Written by

Tammy Collins, Policy & Planning Coordinator
Michele McKnight, Publications  Intern



Population Projections
The number of juvenile arrests and

probation cases has increased over the
last ten years causing an increase in the
potential number of juvenile detainees.
This creates a need for additional
capacity in WV juvenile detention
centers. Estimating this potential need
for juvenile detention is necessary to
effectively plan for facility expansion.
Although predicting the need for
additional beds is difficult when the
facilities are always at or near maximum
capacity, sound estimates can be
calculated using the average length of
stay in detention and Part I juvenile arrest
statistics.

An estimated 172 beds would be
needed to keep current with WV juvenile
detention bed demand for 1999.  This
represents 102 more beds than WV’s
current juvenile detention capacity of 70.

The map below lists the estimated
number of detention beds needed per
night by each county and each Regional
Jail & Correctional Facility Authority
region.

These bed projections may
underestimate the actual number of beds
needed for the following reasons.
l Reporting of Part I arrests may have

been low.
l The estimates are based on the

average number of youth detained per
night.  Therefore, even with the additions
listed below, the facilities will be over
capacity 50% of the time.
l Only Part I felony arrests were used

to calculate the projections.  Because the
ratio of felonies to misdemeanors of Part
II arrests was unknown, no Part II
felonies were included in the projections.
l The creation of additional beds may

result in increased detention rates.
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Juvenile Detention Need
Average Beds Needed Per Night

Current Capacity & 1999 Needed Capacity

0 Beds
6.1 Needed

Tygart Valley
Region

0 Beds
8.6 Needed

10 Beds
56.8 Needed

North Central
Region

0 Beds
23.1 Needed

Western
Region

0 Beds
2.8 Needed

South Western
Region

Hancock
3.6

Brooke
1.5

Marshall
1.5

Wetzel
0.2

Tyler
4.8

Marion
1.8

Monongalia
8.8

Preston
0.2

Randolph
4.3

Tucker
0.3

Barbour
0.5

Taylor
0.7

Pendleton
0.5

Upshur

1.7

Lewis
0.9

Webster
0

Pocahontas
0.1

Morgan
1.1 Berkeley

8.3

Jefferson
1.8

Hampshire
0.4

Mineral
1.5

Grant
0.6

Hardy
0.2

Greenbrier
1.2

Raleigh
15.3

Wyoming
1.3

McDowell
0.2

Monroe
0.6

Kanawha
20.1

Clay
0.2

Boone
0.4

Logan
1.8

Mingo
0.6

Mason
1.3

Putnam
0.6

Wayne
1.4

Lincoln
1.0

Jackson
1.4

Roane
2.5

Braxton
0.2

Doddridge

0.1
Harrison

15.5
Ritchie

0.6

Pleasants
0.4

C
alhoun

1.7

Wirt
0.2

Wood
24.6

Mercer
4.5

Fayette
3.0

Nicholas
1.0

Cabell
18.8

Summers

0

Gilmer
0.4

Ohio
6.2

19 Beds
21.5 Needed

South Central
Region

Central
Region

10   Regions
 70 Total number of beds currently

172  Total number of beds needed per night

Existing Juvenile Detention Center

15 Beds
26.1 Needed

Southern
Region

10 Beds
11.2 Needed

Eastern
Region

16 Beds
13.0 Needed

Northern
Region

0 Beds
3.2 Needed

Potomac Highlands
Region

DJS has plans to increase juvenile
detention capacity in an effort to become
more current with demand.
l  Construction of the Potomac

Highlands Regional Juvenile Detention
Center in Hampshire County began in
October. This project will add
approximately 24 to 32 new detention
beds.
l Plans for the new South Western

Juvenile Correctional Facility in Boone
County include a detention unit that will
add approximately 24 to 32 beds to
current capacity.
l  A 19-bed expansion at North

Central Regional Juvenile Detention
Center in Parkersburg is in the planning
stages.
l A grant application for a 16-bed

expansion at Southern Regional Juvenile
Detention Center in Princeton has been
submitted and is pending approval.


