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The West Virginia Division of Criminal Justice Services, Criminal Justice Statistical Analysis
Center collects information from the State Police, sheriffs, local police, and multi-jurisdictional drug task
forces about  narcotics-related arrests made during the year.  The information is analyzed to give law
enforcement agencies a more accurate understanding of the drug problem in their local jurisdiction, as
well as the state.  These cooperative efforts by many different agencies will help West Virginia maintain
its position as one of  the safest states in the nation.

This publication contains information
concerning narcotics-related arrests made during
1995 and 1996.  Responses to the Narcotics Ar-
rest Survey (NAS) came from 96 different agen-
cies.  A total of 1937 arrests were reported for 1995.
In 1996, 2344 arrests were reported. This repre-
sents 54% of the total 7955 narcotic arrests re-
ported in the Uniform Crime Reports (UCR) for 1995
and 1996.  All statistics contained in this report are
based only on those arrests reported through the
NAS.

The 1995-1996 NAS information indicates
that 85% of the individuals arrested for narcotics-
related offenses were male, 35% were between the
ages of 18 and 24, and 24% were black.  For com-
parison, West Virginia’s total population is 48%
male, with 10% in the 18-24 age bracket, and 3%
black.

Most arrests took place in the more popu-
lated areas of Cabell, Kanawha, Raleigh, Berke-
ley, and Wood counties.   Marijuana was involved
in 68% of reported arrests.  The charges were filed
at the felony level in 42% of the cases.

The conviction rate was 61% in 1995 and
73% in 1996.  Dispositions, however, were only
reported on 58% of the survey responses.
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Twenty-five percent of the total West Virginia population is
under 18 years of age.  Ten percent of the population is between
18 and 24; 15% are between 25-34; 15% are between 35 and 44;
21% are between 45 and 64; and 15% are over 65 (Chart 3).

In 1996, the age at arrest was reported for 2099 arrestees
(90%) with an average age of 29.  The most frequently reported
age in 1996 was 19.  The age at arrest peaks between 18 and 24.

Of the 1882 arrestees for whom state of residence was
recorded in 1995, 1563 (83%) were from West Virginia.  In 1996,
West Virginia residents accounted for 1879 (85%) of the 2211
reported narcotics-related arrests.  A complete breakdown of
offender’s state of residence for 1995 and 1996 is provided in
Table 1.

County Number Percent County Number Percent

Summers 16 0.9% Hardy   6 0.3%
Wayne 16 0.9% Preston   6 0.3%
Ohio 14 0.8% Ritchie   6 0.3%
Tyler 12 0.7% Pocahontas   5 0.3%
Roane 11 0.6% Webster   5 0.3%
Wetzel 11 0.6% Barbour   4 0.2%
Nicholas 10 0.6% Wirt   4 0.2%
Pendleton 10 0.6% Pleasants   3 0.2%
Monroe   9 0.5% Taylor   3 0.2%
Brooke   8 0.4% Calhoun   2 0.1%
Doddridge   8 0.4%
Randolph   8 0.4%
Grant   7 0.4%
Jackson   7 0.4% Total WV 1814
Tucker   7 0.4%
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Table 2  1996 Offender County of Residence

Age of Arrestees
Compared to WV Population

Chart 3

Table 1  Offender State of Residence

The West Virginia county of residence for 1996 arrestees was reported on 1814 survey re-
sponses (Table 2).  Arrestees were reported to reside in all 55 West Virginia counties.  The largest
proportion of arrestees were from Cabell county (11%).  Kanawha county had the second highest arrest
rate (10%), followed by Raleigh (7%), Logan (6.5%), and Berkeley (6%).  County of residence was not
recorded for 1995.

 County Number Percent County Number Percent

 Cabell 198 10.9% Wood 32 1.8%
 Kanawha 186 10.3% Fayette 28 1.5%
 Raleigh 132   7.3% Lincoln 27 1.5%
 Logan 118   6.5% Lewis 23 1.3%
 Berkeley 106   5.8% Morgan 23 1.3%
 Marion   84   4.6% Marshall 22 1.2%
 Jefferson   74   4.0% Mingo 22 1.2%
 Monongalia   67   3.7% Putnam 21 1.2%
 Mercer   61   3.4% Gilmer 20 1.1%
 McDowell   60   3.3% Hampshire 20 1.1%
 Harrison   48   2.7% Upshur 20 1.1%
 Hancock   47   2.6% Boone 18 1.0%
 Greenbrier   37   2.0% Braxton 18 1.0%
 Mason   37   2.0% Wyoming 18 1.0%
 Mineral   33   1.8% Clay 16 0.9%

STATE 1995 1996

West Virginia 1563 1879

Ohio   105     86

Virginia     29     44

Pennsylvania     18     35

New York     26     32

Kentucky     19     25

Maryland     16     19

Florida     26     18

North Carolina     24     11

New Jersey       3       9

Michigan     18       8

Tennessee       1       6

California       0       6

Indiana       0       6

Delaware       1       4

Georgia       3       3

Alabama       0       3

South Carolina       3       2

District of Columbia       2       2

New Hampshire       0       2

Illinois       5       1

Texas       3       1

Minnesota       1       1

Connecticut       0       1

Canal Zone       0       1

Maine       0       1

Puerto Rico       0       1

Rhode Island       0       1

Utah       0       1

Virgin Islands       0       1

Wyoming       0       1

Foreign Country       4       0

Louisiana       2       0

Massachusetts       2       0

Mississippi       2       0

Oklahoma       2       0

Arizona       1       0

Missouri       1       0

Montana       1       0

New Mexico       1       0

Total 1882 2211
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Percent of Arrests by Major Drug
Chart 4

1995 1996

The percentage of arrests by major drug involved is reported in Chart 4.  Marijuana was involved
in 64% of reported arrests in 1995 and 73% of the arrests in 1996.  Of the 476 arrests involving cocaine
in 1995, 78% were for crack cocaine.  In 1996, 64% of the 472 cocaine arrests were for crack cocaine.
Ninety-two percent of all arrests reported on the NAS included marijuana, cocaine, or crack cocaine.
The “Other” category in Chart 4 includes controlled substances, Darvon, Darvocet, Tylenol 3, Tylenol 4,
as well as imitation and unknown substances.

The nature of the 1906 charges filed against arrestees in 1995 and the 2279 charges filed against
arrestees in 1996 is shown in Chart 5.   Possession of less than 15 grams of marijuana accounted for
the greatest proportion of charges made in both years, 39% in 1995 and 44% in 1996.   Distribution and
sale type charges decreased slightly, while possession charges increased from 1995 to 1996.

As used in Chart 5 the “Other” category included: obtaining a controlled substance by fraud,
transporting a controlled substance into jail, delivery of an imitation substance, aiding and abetting,
crack house, prescription fraud, and interstate transfer.  Enhancements to the “Distribution/ Sale” charge
included:  within 1000 feet of school grounds, while in possession of a firearm, and to a minor.

63.5% 5.0%

2.2%

2.1% 1.2%

0.5%

0.4%
11.4%

25.1%

Marijuana

Cocaine

Other

Other Opiates

Stimulants

Heroin

Depressants

Hallucinogens

72.7%
2.7%

1.5%

0.7%

0.1%

0.7%

0.0%
5.8%

21.5%

2.2%

1.1%

38.8%

18.2%

11.3%

6.5%

16.3%

3.8%

5.1%

43.6%

20.6%

14.9%

4.4%

13.2%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

Possession < 15 grams

Possession w/ Intent

Distribution/Sale

Possession/Concealment

Other

Distribution/Sale w/
Enhancement

Cultivation/Manufacture

1995 1996

Percent of Arrests by Major Charge
Chart 5



CHARGE STATISTICS                                                                                                               Page 4

The level at which actual charges were filed was reported on 1663 survey responses in 1995 and
2127 survey responses in 1996.  During both years only slightly more charges were filed at the misde-
meanor level than the felony level.  Misdemeanor charges were filed 57% of the time in 1995 and 59%
of the time in 1996 (Chart 6).

Disposition was reported on 58% of all surveys returned for 1995-1996, including 1061 charges
in 1995 and 1431 charges in 1996 (Chart 7).  Of these, conviction rates were 61% in 1995 and 73% in
1996.   Eighty-seven percent of the 1995 convictions and 95% of the 1996 convictions were the result of
a guilty plea.  Over 90% of  all reported non-convictions were the result of a dismissal.

The level at which a conviction was reached was reported for 633 of the charges in 1995 and 912
of the charges in 1996 (Chart 8).  Offenders were convicted of the initial charge in more than 80% of the
cases in both years.
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BY CHARGE

The 623 penalties reported in 1995 and 1080 penalties reported in 1996 are shown in Chart 9.
Probation was the most frequently imposed first penalty.  In 1995, 43% of the first penalties imposed
were probation, while in 1996 the percentage of times probation was the first penalty rose to 48%.
Fines were the next most common with more than 25% of all reported penalties.  In 1995, 29% of the
first penalties were fines, while 26% of the 1996 first penalties were fines.

Of the 268 probation penalties in 1995, 87% resulted from a possession charge.   Ninety-three
percent of the 179 fines in 1995 were the result of a possession charge.  Prison sentences in 1995 were
most often (59%) the result of a distribution/ sale charge.

In 1996, 506 probation penalties were reported.   A possession charge accounted for 83% of the
probation penalties.  There were 271 fines reported in 1996.  Of these, 95% resulted from a possession
charge.  Prison sentences in 1996 resulted almost evenly from possession charges (47%) and distribu-
tion/ sale charges (40%).

BY DRUG

The drug involved was reported for 615 of 623 penalties in 1995.  Marijuana was involved in 76%
of all penalties and 90% of the probation penalties.  Of the cases resulting in fines, 87% indicated
marijuana as the drug involved.  Of the 66 cases in 1995 where prison was the penalty, cocaine and
crack cocaine were most often (56%) the drugs involved.

Penalties reported for 1996 indicated the drug involved for 1011 of the 1080 cases.  Marijuana
was reported for 79% of all penalties.  Marijuana was involved in 87% of cases resulting in probation
and 86% of cases resulting in fines.  Prison was the penalty in 111 of the reported cases in 1996.  Fifty-
one percent of these involved marijuana, while 41% involved cocaine or crack cocaine.

First Penalty Imposed
Chart 9
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        Table 3  Arrests by Agency
Agency 1995 1996

WV State Police 459 945
Huntington PD 277 207
Charleston PD 194 143
Charles Town PD   35   76
McDowell SD     1   70
Martinsburg PD   50   62
Div. of Natural Resources 14   46
Princeton PD   43   40
Lewis SD     0   40
Marshall University PD     0   27
Mason SD     8   22
Bluefield PD   33   18
Logan SD   20   16
Kenova PD     6   12
Buckhannon PD   11   11
Marshall SD     0   11
Viena PD     0   11
Keyser PD     7     9
Tucker SD     0     9
Marion SD     9     8
Williamson PD     1     8
Dunbar PD     0     7
Tyler SD   12     6
Barboursville PD     6     6
Berkeley SD     0     6
St. Marys PD     0     6
Moundsville PD     7     5
Weston PD     5     5
Williamstown PD     5     5
Jackson SD     4     5
Pineville PD     0     5
Rainelle PD     0     5
Lewisburg PD     2     4
Morgan SD     0     4
Elkins PD     0     4
New Martinsville PD     8     3
Wirt SD     3     3
Mineral SD     2     3
Wetzel SD     0     3
Ceredo PD     0     3
Mullens PD     0     3
New Cumberland PD     8     2
Philippi PD     7     2
Gilmer SD     3     2
Ohio SD     0     2
Glen Dale PD     3     1
Chesapeake PD     2     1
Fairmont BCI     0     1
Barbour SD     0     1
Grant SD     0     1
Pleasants SD     0     1
Bridgeport PD     0     1
Paden City PD     0     1
Romney PD     0     1
Parkersburg PD 140     0
Wheeling PD   61     0
South Charleston PD   56     0
Fairmont PD   28     0
Ranson PD   19     0
Summersville PD   18     0
Salem PD     9     0
Welch PD     8     0
Randolph SD     6     0
Shinnston PD     6     0
Nicholas SD     5     0
Man PD     5     0
Marlinton PD     5     0
Ronceverte PD     5     0
Ripley PD     3     0
Mercer SD     2     0
Star City PD     2     0
Hampshire SD     1     0
Jefferson SD     1     0
Alderson PD     1     0
Barrackville PD     1     0
Clendenin PD     1     0
Follansbee PD     1     0
Glenville PD     1     0
Matewan PD     1     0
Oak Hill PD     1     0

Total                    1632              1899

Reported arrests by law enforcement agency are illus-
trated in Table 3.  A total of 80 agencies are represented for
one or both of the two years (1995 and 1996).  This includes
the WV State Police, county sheriff’s departments, local po-
lice departments, and the Division of Natural Resources.  There
were a total of 1632 arrests reported by these agencies for
1995 and 1899 reported arrests for 1996.  Some arrests were
also reported directly by a multi-jurisdictional task force. These
arrests are included in Table 5.

The WV State Police reported the highest number of
arrests in both 1995 and 1996, with 459 (28%) and 945 (50%)
respectively.  The Huntington and Charleston Police Depart-
ments reported the second and third largest number of ar-
rests respectively.  The Parkersburg Police Department re-
ported 140 arrests in 1995, but none for 1996.  UCR data
does indicate 211 narcotics-related arrests in 1996 for the
Parkersburg Police Department.

Twenty-three of the 80 agencies reported no arrests in
1995.  There were 26 agencies, reporting arrests in 1995, with
no arrests reported for 1996.

A breakdown of the number of arrests made in each
county is provided in Table 4.  There were a total of 1918
survey responses that provided county of arrest information
for 1995 and 2327 for 1996.

The largest number of arrests in 1995 and 1996 oc-
curred in West Virginia’s two most populated counties,
Kanawha and Cabell.  There were 324 arrests reported for
Cabell county in 1995 and 302 reported in 1996.  Kanawha
county had 281 arrests reported in 1995 and 198 in 1996.
Based on the 1990 census information, Kanawha county ac-
counts for 11.6% of the total population of West Virginia.  Cabell
county is second at 5.4%.

Wood county, which is third in total population (4.9%),
had 176 reported arrests in 1995, but only 26 for 1996.  Lewis
county, which accounts for less than 1% of  West Virginia’s
total population, had 107 reported arrests for 1996.   No ar-
rests were reported in Calhoun county in either year.



Central West Virginia Drug Task Force 872-1211
Summersville

Eastern Panhandle Drug & Violent Crime Task Force 267-0025
Martinsburg

Hancock-Brooke Drug Task Force 564-3311
New Cumberland

Harrison County Drug & Violent Crime Task Force 623-6655
Nutter Fort

Huntington Drug & Violent Crime Task Force 733-3360
Barboursville

Logan County Drug & Violent Crime Task Force 792-8669
Logan

Metro Drug Enforcement Network Team 348-6814
Charleston

Mon Valley Drug Task Force 366-4200
Fairmont

Ohio Valley Drug & Violent Crime Task Force 242-8960
Wheeling

Parkersburg Multi-jurisdictional Task Force 424-8440
Parkersburg

Regional Unified Drug Enforcement Task Force 256-1714
Beckley

Cabell 324 302 Mingo     6   32 Roane     0   12
Kanawha 281 198 Morgan     0   28 Brooke   12   11
Berkeley   78 173 Hampshire   10   27 Wirt     3   11
Raleigh 215 169 Wood 176   26 Wyoming     1   11
Logan   24 122 Summers     0   25 Tyler   12   10
Lewis   60 107 Clay     0   22 Preston     3   10
Jefferson   73 104 Braxton   66   20 Jackson   13     9
Marion   37   93 Fayette   20   20 Pocahontas     5     9
Monongalia   34   84 Upshur   16   20 Tucker     0     9
Mercer   91   82 Gilmer     5   20 Pleasants     0     8
McDowell     8   70 Ohio   60   17 Doddridge     7     7
Hancock   30   59 Wayne    31   17 Webster     0     5
Putnam   36   47 Pendleton     6   15 Nicholas   23     4
Mason     8   46 Wetzel   10   13 Barbour   16     3
Greenbrier     8   43 Boone     5   13 Hardy     0     3
Harrison   72   38 Randolph     6   12 Taylor     0     2
Mineral   13   35 Grant     2   12 Calhoun     0     0
Marshall   10   34 Monroe     0   12
Lincoln     2   34 Ritchie     0   12 Total                1918         2327
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        Table 4 Arrests by County

M-DENT 215 142

Monongalia/ Marion DTF   66 131

Midwestern DTF   34 115

RUDE   76 114

Harrison/ Lewis/ Upshur DTF 181 101

Hancock/Brooke DTF   31   51

Huntington Drug & Violent Crime   14   36

Eastern Panhandle     0   25

Other DEA   50     5

Marshall DTF     3     5

Parkersburg NTF     1     4

Wheeling/ Ohio DTF     1     4

WV State Police BCI 200     3

Bluefield/ Princeton DTF     0     3

Nicholas DTF     3     1

Ohio Valley     0     1

Mineral DTF     0     1

Central DTF     5     0

Tygart Valley DTF     2     0

Total 882 742

The number of arrests in which a multi-jurisdictional drug task force was involved is included in
Table 5.  Some of the arrests were reported directly by the task force.  Others were reported as provid-
ing assistance in arrests reported by the agencies listed in Table 3.

M-DENT, Metro Drug Enforcement Network Team, participated in 215 (24%) arrests in 1995 and
142 (19%) arrests in 1996.  Participating agencies in this task force include: the Kanawha County
Sheriff’s Department, Charleston, Chesapeake, Nitro, St. Albans, and Dunbar Police Departments.

Table 6 lists the task forces currently being funded under the Drug and Violent Crime Control
Program.

County 1995 1996 County 1995 1996 County 1995 1996

Task Force 1995 1996

         Table 5  Arrests by Task Force

Table 6 Funded Task Forces

Task Force/ Location Phone Number
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The information presented in this report is based on a total of
4281 arrests reported on the 1995-1996 Narcotics Arrest Surveys.  This
is representative of only 54% of the narcotics-related arrests included
in the 1995-1996 Uniform Crime Reports.  NAS reporting levels have
steadily declined over the last five years, while UCR reported arrests
have increased by 120% over the same time period.  In 1992, 99% of
drug arrests indicated in the UCR were reported on the NAS.  A five
year comparison of UCR versus NAS reported arrests is shown in Chart
10.

In conclusion, 1995-1996 West Virginia drug offenders were
males (85% of arrestees) between the ages of 18 and 24 (38% of male
arrestees) and residents of the state (84%).  Marijuana was by far the
dominant drug, involved in 68% of all reported arrests for 1995-1996.
Cocaine and crack cocaine accounted for another 23% of reported
arrests.  Arrestees faced  misdemeanor charges 58% of the time, were
charged with possession (73% of charges), convicted of the initial
charge (83%), and sentenced to probation (46% of penalties).

Criminal Justice Statistical Analysis Center
WV Division of Criminal Justice Services
1204 Kanawha Boulevard East
Charleston, WV 25301

7755-24

UCR Arrests Compared to NAS Arrests
Chart 10
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