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The West Virginia Division of Criminal
Justice Services’, Criminal Justice
Statistical Analysis Center collects
information from the State Police,
sheriffs, local police, and multi-
jurisdictional drug task forces about
narcotics-related arrests made during the
year.  The information is analyzed to
give law enforcement agencies a more
accurate understanding of the drug
problem in their local jurisdiction, as
well as the state.  These cooperative
efforts by many different agencies will
help West Virginia maintain its position
as one of the safest states in the nation.

This publication contains
information concerning narcotics-
related arrests made during 1997 and
1998.  Responses to the Narcotics Arrest
Survey (NAS) came from 75 different
agencies.  A total of 2,338 arrests were
reported for 1997.  In 1998, 2,390 arrests
were reported.  This represents 55% of
the total 8,605 narcotics arrests reported
in the Uniform Crime Reports (UCR)
for 1997 and 1998.  All statistics
contained in this report are based only
on those arrests reported through the
NAS.

Demographics
During 1997 and 1998 the majority

of individuals arrested for narcotics-
related offenses were male (Graph 1).
Survey responses indicated 83% of the
1997 arrestees and 86% of the 1998
arrestees were male.  For comparison,
West Virginia’s population is 48% male
and 52% female.

Graph 1

Graph 2

Gender

Race

Division of Criminal Justice Services

WV Population

WV Population

1997 1998

1997 1998

M
a

le

Fe
m

a
le

W
hi

te

Bl
a

c
k

O
th

e
r

48%
52%

83%

17%

86%

14%

96%

3%
1%

67%

33%

.3%

66%

34%

.2%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%



Graph 2 shows the break down of
arrestees by race as compared to the total
population of West Virginia.  During
both years, two-thirds of arrestees were
white and one-third were black.  Less
than one half of one percent fell into
the other category.  West Virginia’s
population is 96% white, 3% black, and
1% other.

The largest number of arrestees
were in the 18 to 24 year old age group
during 1997 (40%) and 1998 (45%).
Only 10% of West Virginia’s
population falls into this age group. The
most frequently reported age at arrest
was 19 during 1997 and 18 during 1998.
Graph 3 illustrates the age distribution
of  1997 and 1998 arrestees, as well as
West Virginia’s total population.

Only 3% of arrestees were charged
as juveniles during 1997 and 1998.

The West Virginia county of
residence was reported for 1,999
arrestees in 1997 and 2,025 arrestees in
1998.  All 55 counties were represented
during at least one of these years.
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Kanawha
Cabell
Raleigh
Harrison
Ohio
Mercer
Wood
Marion
Jefferson
Lewis
Monongalia
Nicholas
Logan
Berkeley
Hancock
Fayette
Marshall
Wayne
Greenbrier

Jackson
Wyoming
Tyler
Wirt
Mineral
Tucker
Mason
Taylor
Randolph
Mingo
Brooke
Putnam
Webster
McDowell
Preston
Summers
Hampshire
Lincoln
Upshur

Boone
Morgan
Roane
Ritchie
Pocahontas
Clay
Monroe
Braxton
Doddridge
Grant
Wetzel
Hardy
Pleasants
Gilmer
Pendleton
Barbour
Calhoun

Total

680
353
138

78
68
68
57
48
44
44
40
34
32
30
27
27
25
19
19

785
291
114

41
78
74
74
16
48

9
24
33
17
26
47
24
34
19
14

19
18
16
12
11

9
8
8
7
6
6
6
6
6
6
5
5
4
4

13
18

6
3

14
0

22
2
6

26
11
11

8
2
2

15
5

15
11

4
4
3
3
3
2
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
0
0

2025

6
5
6
1
0
2
2
1
1
1
5
3
1
0
0
4
3

1999

Table 2 illustrates that while some
arrestees came from other states, the vast
majority were West Virginia residents;
87% in 1997 and 86% in 1998.
Arrestees from out-of-state were most
likely to come from the surrounding
states, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia,
Kentucky, and Maryland.  State of
residence was reported on 2,300 surveys
in 1997 and 2,354 surveys in 1998.Table 1

Number of Arrests by County of Residence

The largest portion of arrestees
(39% in 1997 and 34% in 1998) were
reported to reside in Kanawha County.
Kanawha County accounts for 11.6%
of West Virginia’s total population.
Only one arrestee each was reported to
reside in Gilmer and Pendleton counties.
Table 1 shows the  number of arrestees
from each county during 1997 and 1998.
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Other    9%
Other Opiates 2.5%
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Hallucinogens   .6%
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Offenses
For each Narcotics Arrest Survey

submitted, respondents were ask to
indicate the total number of offenses
against the arrestee and to provide
specific charge information for up to 10
of the offenses.  Most  responses (81%
in 1997 and 82% in 1998) indicated only
one offense per arrestee.  However, the
range for number of offenses per
arrestee extended to 75.

The total number of offenses
reported for 1997 was 3,220.  Offenses
for 1998 totaled 3,308.

NAS respondents were ask to
indicate the specific drug associated
with each offense listed against an
arrestee.  A total of 2,948 drugs were
reported in 1997, while 2,845 were
reported in 1998.  Eighty-five percent
of all offenses during this period
indicated marijuana, cocaine, or crack
cocaine as the drug involved.

Marijuana was indicated to have
been involved in 1,762 of the reported
offenses in 1997 and 1,750 in 1998.
This represents 60% of reported drugs
in 1997 and 62% in 1998, as shown in
Graph 4.

Drugs

Of the 765 offenses involving
cocaine in 1997, 80% (615) were for
crack cocaine.  Seventy-three percent
(470) of the 641 offenses involving
cocaine in 1998 were for crack cocaine.

The remaining 14% of drugs
reported in 1997 and 16% in 1998, are
listed by classification in Graph 4.  The
other category includes schedule drugs,
imitation products, and other controlled
substances.

The offenses involving marijuana
were most likely to be possession
charges.  Possession accounted for 77%
of the offenses involving marijuana in
1997 and 83% in 1998.

Offenses involving cocaine were
slightly more likely to be for
distribution/ sale (38% in 1997 and 43%
in 1998), than for possession (32% in
1997 and 37% in 1998).

Possession  accounted for 55% of
offenses involving crack cocaine in
1997 and  69% of 1998 crack cocaine
offenses.

Table 2
Number of Arrests by State of
Residence

Graph 4
Drug Involved

1997 1998

1998 1997State

Note:  Some percentages do not add to
100 due to rounding.
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West Virginia
Ohio
Pennsylvania
Virginia
Kentucky
Maryland
New Jersey
Michigan
North Carolina
New York
Florida
Georgia
Tennessee
Arizona
Connecticut
South Carolina
Illinois
Texas
Alabama
Mexico
Indiana
Louisiana
Missouri
Vermont
California
Iowa
Nevada
New Mexico

Total

2033
120

45
31
22
15
15
13
11
10
10

5
4
3
3
2
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
0
0
0
0

2354

2011
126

21
24
31
13

4
2

16
17
12

2
4
1
1
2
1
1
0
0
1
1
1
0
3
3
1
1

2300
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Charges
The type of charge was available for

2,978 of the reported offenses in 1997
and 2,938 offenses in 1998.  Graph 5
shows the distribution of arrests by type
of charge.  An arrest may consist of one
or more offenses of a given type of
charge.

The largest percentage of arrests in
both 1997 and 1998 involved one or
more charges of possession/concealing.
Thirty percent of reported arrests
included this type of charge in 1997.
Possession/concealing was charged in
35% of 1998 arrests.

Possession of less than 15 grams of
marijuana was the second most frequent
type of charge during both years (20%).

Level of Charges

Graph 6 shows that 55% of arrests
involved misdemeanor charges in 1997
and 60% of 1998 arrests involved
misdemeanor charges.

Charge Initiation
The method by which the charge

was initiated was available for 2,103 of
the reported arrests for 1997.  Of these
responses, the largest percentage (46%)
indicated at least one offense was
initiated by a warrant.  Other offenses
were initiated by an on-site arrest (39%),
indictment (9%), subpoena (5%), and
juvenile petition (1%).

An on-site arrest accounted for 48%
of the 2,183 arrests for which this
information was available in 1998.
Warrants were second at 43%, followed
by indictments (6%), subpoenas (3%),
and juvenile petitions (1%).

Type of Charge
Graph 5

Graph 6
Level of Charge

The level of charge was indicated
for 1,344 arrests in 1997 and 1,509
arrests in 1998.  During both years,
arrests were more likely to involve at
least one charge filed at the
misdemeanor level.
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Disposition

Penalties

Disposition was reported for 963
arrests in 1997 and 918 arrests in 1998.
Of these, the conviction rate was 66%
in both years (Graph 7).  Ninety-three
percent of 1997 convictions and 98%
of 1998 convictions were the result of a
guilty plea.  Over 90% of all reported
non-convictions were the result of a
dismissal.

The type of penalty imposed was
reported for 679 arrests in 1997 and 673
arrests in 1998.  Probation was the most
frequently imposed penalty in both 1997
(32%) and 1998 (35%).  Fines were
second at 29% in 1997 and 33% in 1998.
Arrests involving at least one offense
for which the arrestee was sentenced to
prison decreased from 18% to 12%
between 1997 and 1998.

A complete break down of the
distribution of penalties is shown in
Graph 8.  The other category includes
community corrections, home
confinement, juvenile detention, and
suspended sentences.

The relationship between penalty
and type of charge was available for 728
offenses in 1997 and 700 offenses in
1998.  Probation most often resulted
from a possession charge, 79% in 1997
and 85% in 1998.  Of the 200 offenses
involving fines in 1997, 98% resulted
from possession.  Ninety-seven percent
of the 227 fines in 1998 were the result
of possession.

Offenses resulting in incarceration
in jail or prison most often (47%)
resulted from distribution/ sale charges
in 1997.  However, in 1998 46% of
incarceration penalties resulted from
possession, while 26% resulted from
distribution/ sale.

Type of penalty was reported for
510 of the offenses in 1997 involving
marijuana.  Of these offenses, 190
(37%) were given probation and 169
(33%) received fines.  During 1998, the
penalty was available for 498 of the
marijuana offenses.  Again probation
and fines were the most likely penalties
with 208 (42%) and 204 (41%)
respectively.

Graph 7

Graph 8
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Charleston PD
Huntington PD
Ohio Valley DTF
Beckley PD
WV State Police
Harrison Co DVCTF
Cabell Co SD
Mon Valley DTF
Division of Natural Resources
Regional Unified Drug Enforcement TF
Parkersburg DTF
Marshall University Police
Weirton PD
WVU Public Safety
Huntington DVCTF
Barboursville PD
Nicholas Co SD
Princeton PD
Bluefield PD
Berkeley Co SD
Jefferson Co SD
Charles Town PD
Tyler Co SD
Metro Drug Enforcement Network Team
Ranson PD
Keyser PD
Lewisburg PD
Moundsville PD
Ripley PD
Vienna PD
Harrison Co SD
Tucker Co SD
Wirt Co SD
Jackson Co SD
Logan Co SD
Potomac State College Police
Bridgeport PD
Glen Dale PD

Anmoore PD
Rainelle PD
Grafton PD
Morgan Co SD
Kenova PD
Shepherd College Police
Elkins PD
Marmet PD
Pineville PD
Nutterfort PD
Concord College Police
Spencer PD
Hancock-Brooke DTF
Central WV DTF
Gilbert PD
Mason Co SD
Marion Co SD
Shepherdstown PD
Williamson PD
Dunbar PD
New Martinsville PD
Westover PD
Barbour Co SD
Greenbrier Co SD
Calhoun Co SD
Romney PD
Sistersville PD
Star City PD
Terra Alta PD
Upshur Co SD
Weston PD
Burnsville PD
Follansbee PD
Monroe Co SD
Paden City PD
Monongalia Co SD
St Marys PD

Total

710
286
123
123
106
106
101

96
72
54
48
46
46
46
45
41
38
33
23
22
20
20
19
16
12
12
12
11
10

9
9
9
8
7
6
5
5
5

860
272
136

95
182

63
85
17
53
48
34
21

0
0
0

37
1

20
18
18
25
19

5
0

13
9
0

16
3

10
1
0
5
0
2

10
8
6

4
4
4
4
3
3
2
2
1
1
1
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

2390

9
3
2
0

10
0
4
0
5
3
0
0

75
37
20
18
10

6
6
4
4
4
3
3
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1

2338

Table 3
Number of Arrests By Reporting Agency

Arresting Agencies
Table 3 illustrates the distribution

of NAS reported arrests by law
enforcement agency.  A total of 75
agencies are represented for one or both
years (1997 and 1998).  This includes
the WV State Police, county sheriff’s
departments, local police departments,
college and university police, the
Division of Natural Resources, and
multi-jurisdictional task forces.

The Charleston Police Department
submitted the greatest number of
Narcotics Arrest Surveys in both 1997
(37%) and 1998 (30%).

Accordingly, agencies located in
Kanawha County accounted for the
greatest portion of reported arrests in
1997 (38%) and 1998 (31%).  Cabell
County agencies reported 18% of arrests
in 1997 and 22% of arrests in 1998.

Incarceration in jail or prison was
most likely to be the penalty for those
offenses involving cocaine or crack
cocaine.  Of the 153 cocaine offenses
in 1997 for which the penalty was
available, 100 (65%) were sentenced to
jail or prison.  During 1998, this
information was available for 102
cocaine offenses.  Of these offenses, 73
(72%) were for incarceration.

Agency Agency19971998 19971998



Task Force Participation

  Central West Virginia Drug Task Force Summersville 872-1121
  Eastern Panhandle Drug & Violent Crime Task Force Martinsburg 267-0025
  Hancock-Brooke Drug Task Force New Cumberland 723-0360
  Harrison County Drug & Violent Crime Task Force Nutterfort 623-6655
  Huntington Drug & Violent Crime Task Force Barboursville 733-3360
  Logan County Drug & Violent Crime Task Force Logan 752-1347
  Metro Drug Enforcement Network Team Charleston 348-6814
  Mon Valley Drug Task Force Morgantown 284-7515
  Ohio Valley Drug & Violent Crime Task Force Wheeling 242-8960
  Parkersburg Multi-jurisdictional Drug Task Force Parkersburg 485-1601
  Putnam County Drug & Violent Crime Task Force Winfield 757-2851
  Regional Unified Drug Enforcement Task Force Beckley 256-1714
  WV State Police, BCI South Charleston 558-2600

Ohio Valley Drug & Violent Crime Task Force
Harrison County Drug & Violent Crime Task Force
Metro Drug Enforcement Network Team
Mon Valley Drug Task Force
Regional Unified Drug Enforcement Task Force
Huntington Drug & Violent Crime Task Force
Parkersburg Multi-jurisdictional Drug Task Force
Central West Virginia Drug Task Force
Hancock-Brooke Drug Task Force
Eastern Panhandle Drug & Violent Crime Task Force
Putnam County Drug & Violent Crime Task Force
Hardy County Drug Task Force

Total

124
109

97
96
70
56
51
36

1
1
0
0

641

136
70

147
19
76

9
35
38
75
10
13

4

632

Table 4

Table 5

Task Force Participation

Multi-jurisdictional Task Forces Funded Under The Drug and Violent Crime Control Grant Program

Table 4 shows the number of arrests
in which a multi-jurisdictional task force
was reported to have participated.  This
includes both those arrests reported
directly by the task force (as shown in
Table 3) and those arrests in which a
task force assisted another agency.

All respondents to the NAS were
ask to indicate whether a multi-
jurisdictional task force participated in
the arrest.  During 1997, 43% of the
1,464 arrests reporting this information
indicated that a task force had assisted.
Thirty-seven percent of the 1,748 arrests
for which this information was available
in 1998 involved a task force.

Metro Drug Enforcement Network
Team, M-DENT, participated in 147
arrests (23% of all those involving a task
force) in 1997 and 97 arrests (15%) in
1998.  Participating agencies in this task
force include: the Kanawha County
Sheriff’s Department, Charleston,
Chesapeake, Nitro, St. Albans, and
Dunbar Police Departments.

Ohio Valley Drug & Violent Crime
Task Force participated in 136 arrests
(22% of all those involving a task force)
in 1997 and 124 arrests (19%) in 1998.
The Wheeling Police Department and
the Sheriff’s Department in Ohio and
Marshall counties make up this task
force.

Task Force 1998 1997

Task Force Location Phone Number

Regional Unified Drug
Enforcement Task Force submitted 63
additional NAS responses after data
analysis was complete.  These arrests
are therefore not included in the
statistics contained in this report.
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Note:  The totals may not necessarily reflect all arrests involving a Task Force.  In some
situations,Task Force arrests were submitted as a part of the reports from their local
sponsoring agencies.
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Quick Facts

*A total of 4,728 arrests were reported through the Narcotics
Arrest Surveys for 1997 and 1998.  This represents 55% of the 8,605
total UCR reported narcotics arrests.

*Arrestees were predominately male, 18 to 24 years of age,
and West Virginia residents.

*Marijuana and cocaine accounted for 85% of all drugs
involved in reported arrests.

*Reported arrests were most often for possession charges
in both 1997 (69%) and 1998 (74%).

*Of those responses including disposition information, two-
thirds resulted in a conviction.

*Probation was the most frequently imposed penalty.

*Drug related arrests occurred most frequently on a Friday
(19% of arrests).  The month when the largest number of arrests
were reported was April (10%).

Written By
Erica Turley, Research Analyst

J. Norbert Federspiel,
DCJS Director

Michael Cutlip,
Deputy Director-Programs

Harry N. Boone, Jr., Ph.D.,
CJSAC Director

Edward Holsclaw,
Justice Program Specialist

Steve Thompson, Data Entry


