
The reality of school violence has been
exaggerated by saturated media
coverage of a few violent incidents.

This report examines incidents on
school property in West Virginia by
county, demographic characteristics of
the offenders and victims, and the month
and hour of day.

It also summarizes students’ fear for
safety, weapons at school, physical
fighting and injuries, common offenses,
and school-associated violent fatalities.

Based on the data examined for this
report, West Virginia is not experiencing
a school violence crisis.

Nationally, “Students ages 12 through
18 were more likely to be victims of
nonfatal serious violent crime - including
rape, sexual assault, robbery, and
aggravated assault - away from school
than when they were at school.” In 1998,
they were victims of about 550,000 serious
violent crimes away from school,
compared with about 253,000 at school
(Indicators of School Crime and Safety,
2000).

According to preliminary data from the
West Virginia Incident-Based Reporting
System (WVIBRS) from July 1, 1999 to
June 30, 2000, 1,323 incidents occurred on
school property.

These include incidents on school
property that involved a response from law
enforcement, with the exception of
incidents involving status offenses and
certain offenses against the public,
regardless of the outcome and the age of
those involved. The integrity of WVIBRS
data relies on the accuracy of the reports
submitted by law enforcement.

County
Each county in West Virginia except

Monroe and Wirt reported at least one
incident occurring on school property during
the 1999-2000 school year.

Morgan  County had the highest
incident rate with 1 incident for every 442
county residents (0.23%). Pocahontas
was second with 1 incident per 568
(0.18%) residents. Although more
incidents (200) occurred in Kanawha
County than in any other county, its rate of
1 incident per 1,007  (0.10%) residents was
less than 13 other counties. These three
county rates were higher than the state
rate of 1 incident for every 1,369 residents
(0.07%). (See Table #1)

Summers 10 13,919 0.07%

Tucker 5 7,592   0.07%

Ohio 27 48,232 0.06%

Mason 22 35,235 0.06%

Hancock 19 34,010 0.06%

Braxton 8 13,220 0.06%

Clay 6 10,519 0.06%

McDowell 14 25,933 0.05%

Nicholas 15 27,557 0.05%

Preston 15 29,805 0.05%

Lewis 9 17,609 0.05%

Calhoun 4 7,945 0.05%

Monongalia 34 77,452 0.04%

Harrison 25 70,808 0.04%

Wyoming 11 27,431 0.04%

Webster 4 10,238  0.04%

Greenbrier 9 35,349 0.03%

Boone 9 26,164 0.03%

Wetzel 5 18,307 0.03%

Logan 10 41,023 0.02%

Mingo 7 31,911 0.02%

Brooke 4 26,015 0.02%

Taylor 3 15,359 0.02%

Doddridge 1 7,503 0.01%

Pleasants 1 7,498 0.01%

Marshall 2 56,466 0.00%

Monroe 0 13,191 0.00%

Wirt 0 5,710 0.00%

# of Total
Incidents Population Rate

# of Total
Incidents Population Rate

WV 1,323 1,811,688 0.07%
Morgan 31 13,706 0.23%

Pocahontas 16 9,093 0.18%

Upshur 33 23,546 0.14%

Randolph 38 28,672 0.13%

Gilmer 9 7,180 0.13%

Marion 35 29,997 0.12%

Roane 18 15,323 0.12%

Wood 95 86,694 0.11%

Jefferson 44 41,445 0.11%

Jackson 31 27,980 0.11%

Barbour 18 16,106 0.11%

Grant 12 11,114 0.11%

Pendleton 9 8,066 0.11%

Kanawha 200 201,477 0.10%

Cabell 84 94,112 0.09%

Raleigh 68 79,232 0.09%

Fayette 42 47,094 0.09%

Lincoln 20 22,185 0.09%

Hampshire 18 19,148 0.09%

Hardy 11 11,857 0.09%

Ritchie 9 10,381 0.09%

Tyler 9 9,789 0.09%

Mercer 54 64,342 0.08%

Wayne 32 41,978 0.08%

Mineral 21 27,044 0.08%

Berkeley 51 71,021 0.07%

Putnam 36 51,195 0.07%

Source: Incident figures are based on preliminary WVIBRS data from July 1, 1999 to June 30, 2000
and include incidents involving offenders of all ages. 1998 U.S. Census figures were used for the county
population numbers. Note: Rates were calculated by dividing the number of incidents in a county by the
county’s total population.
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Gender
Males predominated as offenders and

were slightly overrepresented as victims.
More than three-quarters (77.9%) of all
incidents involved male offenders. More
than half (55.0%) of the incidents that
involved a victim involved male victims.

Incidents were often between the
same gender. More than half of all
incidents (51.7%) were between male
victims and male offenders. Almost a
quarter (23.0%) were between female
victims and female offenders.  Less than
a quarter (19.9%) were between male
offenders and female victims. Only 5.4%
were between female offenders and
male victims.

Age
Of the incidents on school property

in West Virginia during the 1999-2000
school year that involved a victim and
reported the victim’s age, about half
were juveniles (50.7%) and half were
adults (49.3%).

When the offender’s age was
reported, 72.2% were below the age of
18. The majority of offenders (67.3%)
were between 12 and 17 years old.

Almost half (45.1%) of the incidents
that involved a victim were between
juvenile offenders and juvenile victims.
Less than a quarter (22.6%) were
between juvenile offenders and adult
victims. (See Graph #1 for the ages of offenders

and victims.)

Race
According to 1998 U.S. Census

Bureau population estimates for West
Virginia, whites comprise 95.6% of the
population, blacks 3.2%, and other races
(Asian or Pacific Islander, American
Indian, Eskimo, or Aleut) 1.2%.

Of the incidents in which the
offender’s race was reported, 88.1%
involved white offenders, 11.3%
involved black offenders, and 0.6%
involved offenders of other races.

Of the incidents that involved a victim
and reported the victim’s race, 95.6%
involved white victims, 4.2% involved
black victims, and 0.3% involved victims
of other races.

The black male offender rate (0.29%)

Incidents in WV by Age of Offender and Victim
Graph #1600
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Source:  Preliminary WVIBRS data (July 1, 1999-June 30, 2000).

                      Age of Offenders             Age of Victims

                  43            585           241                       34             361           384
4.9%   67.3%    27.7%   4.4%    46.3%      49.3%

Race & Gender of Offenders & Victims
Table #2

          WV Population    Offenders             Victims
White Males 839,847 644 0.08% 414 0.05%

White Females 901,609 177 0.02% 346 0.04%

Black Males 27,435 79 0.29% 13 0.05%

Black Females 30,661 27 0.09% 20 0.07%

Other Males 10,526 4 0.02% 20 0.02%

Other Females 11,374 2 0.02% 0 0.00%

Source: Preliminary WVIBRS data (July 1, 1999-June 30, 2000) and 1998 U.S. Census
Bureau data. Note: The offender and victimization rates for each race/gender group was calculated
by dividing the number of incidents of each group by the overall population of each race/gender
group in West Virginia.

was higher than the offender rate of any
other group. It was more than three
times as high as the black female
offender rate (0.09%) and the white male
offender rate (0.08%).

Black females had the highest
victimization rate at 0.07%, though black

males and white males followed closely
at 0.05% each.

The majority (86.2%) of incidents
were between white offenders and white
victims. (See Table #2 and Graph #2 for gender

and race distributions in these incidents and in the
state.)

Race & Gender of WV Population
Graph #2

Source:  1998 U.S. Census Bureau data.
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Month
From July 1999 to June 2000, incidents

on school property in West Virginia
occurred more frequently in February
(12.3%) than any other month.   October
(12.1%) and May (11.9%) were also
peaks. As expected, the fewest incidents
occurred in June (4.9%), July (4.4%),
and August (4.2%). (See Graph #3 for the

frequencies by month.)

Incidents on School Property in WV by Hour
Graph #4
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Source:  Preliminary WVIBRS data (July 1, 1999-June 30, 2000).  Note: The midnight
hour was removed from this graph due to problems with misreporting.

School Day Begins School Day Ends

Lunch

Hour of Day
National data indicates juvenile

violence peaks in the afterschool hours
of school days (Juvenile Offenders and
Victims, 1999).

In West Virginia, however, more
incidents  (9.8%) were reported at eight
o’clock in the morning, as the school day
commences, than at any other hour of
day. Three o’clock, during the end of the
school day, was the second most
frequently reported hour. 9.4% of the
incidents occurred during this hour. Noon
was the third most frequently reported
hour with 8.1% of the incidents occurring
during this time.

Evening hours, in general, were
slightly higher in frequency than early
morning hours, but neither exceeded
rates during the school day. (See Graph #4
for the frequencies by hour.)

Incidents on School Property in WV by Month
Graph #3
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Source:  Preliminary WVIBRS data (July 1, 1999-June 30, 2000).
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School Violence Indicators
A national sample of students

responded to the Youth Risk Behavior
Survey in 1997 and 1999. Students
reported their fear for safety, weapons
in school, and physical fighting and
injuries.  This survey, weapons data from
the West Virginia Department of
Education, and national data on school-
related violent deaths provide an
overview of school violence statewide
and throughout the nation.
Fear for Safety

In 1999, 5.2% of the nation’s high
school students missed at least one day
of school in the past 30 days because
they felt unsafe at school or when
traveling to or from school. This statistic
represents a 1.2% increase from 1997.

High school students in West Virginia
feel slightly safer than the national
average. In 1999, school safety concerns

were responsible for 4.4% of students
missing one or more days of school in
the past 30 days. This percent is down
from 5.7% in 1997 (U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services, 1999).
Weapons in School

In 1999, 6.9% of the nation’s high
school students reported carrying a
weapon on school property on one or
more of the past 30 days. This is a 1.6%
decrease from 1997 (U.S. DHHS, 1999).

Although a greater percentage (9.8%)
of West Virginia high school students
reported carrying a weapon on school
property on one or more of the past thirty
days, this is a decrease of 1.0% from

1997 (U.S. DHHS, 1999).
Nationwide, 3,930 students were

expelled from school during the 1997-
1998 school year for bringing a firearm
to school.

Of these incidents, 57.0% occurred
in high schools, 33.0% in junior highs,
and 10.0% in elementary schools.

61% of these incidents involved a
handgun, 7.0% a rifle, and 32.0% other
weapons, including bombs, grenades,
starter pistols, and rockets (Report on
State Implementation of the Gun-Free
School Act of 1994, 1999).

The use of hands, feet, or teeth to
assault another individual were the most
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Physical Fighting and Injuries
According to 1999 data, 14.2% of the

nation’s high school students had been
in a physical fight on school property
during the past 12 months, which is down
from 14.8% in 1997.

In West Virginia, the percentage of
high school students who had been in a
physical fight on school property within
the past year remained at 13.1% in 1999
as it was in 1997 (U.S. DHHS, 1999).

The presence or absence of injury
was noted in 446 incidents occurring on
school property in West Virginia during
the 1999-2000 school year. Of these
incidents, 52.7% (235 incidents) reported
no injuries had been sustained.  In nearly
44.8% (200) of the incidents, only
apparent minor injury resulted. Other
injuries included 3 apparent broken
bones, 2 possible internal injuries, 5
severe lacerations, and one other major
injury.

Top 10 Offenses on School Property in WV
Graph #5
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Weapons Used on School Property in WV
Table #3

# Weapon
276 Hands, Feet, Teeth, Etc.
29 Knife
8 Firearms
4 Explosives
3 Blunt Object

Source: Preliminary WVIBRS data (July 1,
1999 to June 30, 2000).

# Weapon
95 Knife
30 Firearms
14 Other Weapons

Source:  WV Department of Education,
Weapons Report Form Summary,
August 1999 to June 2000.

frequently reported “weapons” involved
in the incidents on school property in
West Virginia during the 1999-2000
school year, according to the WVIBRS
data.

According to the Weapons Report
Form Summary from the West Virginia
Department of Education (WVDOE),
from August 1999 to June 2000, the most
common weapon was a knife.

The WVDOE reported 139 weapons
incidents. Of these, 68.3% (95) involved
knives, 10.1% (14) involved guns, and
21.6% (30) involved other weapons
including metallic knuckles, explosive
materials, and razors. The 14 incidents
involving guns in West Virginia schools
during the 1999-2000 school year
represents a decrease from the 22
incidents involving guns during the 1998-
1999 school year.  (See Table #3 for weapons

used on school property.)

These weapons incidents resulted in
8 injuries of teachers, staff, and students
and 51 expulsions of students.
(WVDOE, 1999-2000).

The discrepancy between weapons
incidents reported by law enforcement
and those reported by the Department
of Education may reflect differences in
data collection methods, specifically
whether hands, feet, and teeth are
counted as weapons.  Also, differences
may result from incidents being handled
internally, without notifying the police.

In 1999, 7.7% of the nation’s high
school students reported they had been
threatened or injured with a weapon
on school property at least once during
the past 12 months. This is a slight
increase from 7.4% in 1997.

Similarly in 1999, 7.7% of West
Virginia high school students reported
they had been threatened or injured with
a weapon on school property one or more
times within the past year, representing
a small decrease from 7.8% in 1997.

Of the incidents reported to law
enforcement that charged weapons
violations, 93.6% involved juvenile
offenders.

Common Incidents at School
Aggravated and simple assault

were reported in more than one-fourth
(30.7%) of the 1,323 incidents on school
property in West Virginia during the
1999-2000 school year. Aggravated
assault is defined as an unlawful attack
by one person upon another in which the
offender uses a weapon or displays it in
a threatening manner, or the victim
suffers obvious severe or aggravated
bodily injury. Simple assault is defined
as an unlawful physical attack by one
person upon another in which neither the
offender displays a weapon, nor the
victim suffers obvious severe or
aggravated bodily injury.

The majority of simple assault
incidents on school property were by
juveniles (70.4%) and were against
juveniles (67.5%).

Destruction, damage, and/or
vandalism of property was  reported
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School-Related Fatalities
According to the National School

Safety Center’s (NSSC) Report on
School-Associated Violent Deaths,
most school-related deaths from 1992 to
2000 resulted from shooting incidents
stemming from interpersonal disputes or
unknown reasons occurring on high
school campuses.

There were 15 school-related violent
deaths, including 8 homicides, 5 suicides,
and 2 other weapons-related fatalities in
the United States during the 1999-2000
school year. The victims of these
fatalities included 13 students, 1 teacher,
and 1 school cook. Although this
represents a 50.0% decrease from 30
school-related deaths during the 1998-
1999 school year, one-half (15) of the
1998-1999 school year fatalities
occurred as a result of the April 1999
Columbine tragedy in Littleton, Colorado.

According to the NSSC’s report, there
were no school-associated violent deaths
in West Virginia between 1992 and 2000.

Summary
Although school violence warrants

concern, data from the 1999-2000 school
year indicate there is little cause for
alarm. According to national estimates,
students are safer at school than away
from school.

The rates for incidents involving
weapons, fighting, and death on school
property do not appear to be changing
dramatically in West Virginia. Nationally,
the only increased measure between
1997 and 1999 was students missing
school because they feared for their
safety.

From 1992 to 2000, no school-
related violent deaths occurred in
West Virginia.

The frequency of school-related
violent deaths decreased.

Fear for Safety

Threats/Injuries by Weapon

Presence of Weapons

Physical Fights

 Violent Deaths

In West Virginia

Students missing school because they
feared for their safety declined from
5.7% in 1997 to 4.4% in 1999.

Nationally

There has been a slight increase in
the number of students who miss school
because of fear for their safety from
4.0% to 5.2%.

The percentage of students who were
threatened or injured with a weapon on
school property remained steady at
7.7%.

The percentage of students in the
nation who had been threatened or
injured with a weapon on school property
increased slightly from 7.4% to 7.7%.

The number of students who reported
carrying a weapon on school property
decreased from 10.8% to 9.8%. The
number of gun incidents reported by the
Department of Education decreased from
22 to 14.

The number of students who reported
carrying a weapon on school property
decreased from 8.5% to 6.9%.

The percentage of high school
students who were in a physical fight on
school property decreased from 14.8%
to 14.2%.

School-Associated Violent Deaths in the U.S
1992-2000

Graph #6
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         Source: The National School Safety Center (2000). Note: These totals reflect all homicides,
suicides, or weapons-related deaths of students, teachers, school personnel, visitors, etc., occurring
on school property, on the way to or from school, at or on the way to school-sponsored events, or
as a direct result of school functions or activities.  None of these deaths occurred in West Virginia.

in 19.0% of the incidents, making it the
second most frequently reported
offense. The majority of these incidents
were against adults (85.3%).

Stolen property offenses, comprised
18.7% of the incidents.  The majority of
the stolen property offenses were by
juveniles (76.6%) and against adults
(63.3%).

The fourth  most frequent offense was
burglary and/or breaking and
entering, which was reported in 10.1%
of all incidents.

High school students reporting they
had been in a physical fight on school
property remained the same at 13.1%.
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