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The reality of school violence has been It also summarizes students’ fear for Nationally, “Students ages 12 through
exaggerated by saturated mediaafety, weapons at school, physical8 were more likely to be victims of

coverage of a few violent incidents.

fighting and injuries, common offensesnonfatal serious violent crime - including

This report examines incidents orand school-associated violent fatalitiestape, sexual assault, robbery, and
school property in West Virginia by Based on the data examined for thiaggravated assault - away from school
county, demographic characteristics ofeport, West Virginia is not experiencinghan when they were at school.” In 1998,
the offenders and victims, and the month school violence crisis.

and hour of day.

#of

Incidents

Wwv 1,323
Morgan 31
Pocahontas 16
Upshur 33
Randolph 38
Gilmer 9
Marion 35
Roane 18
Wood 95
Jefferson 44
Jackson 31
Barbour 18
Grant 12
Pendleton 9
Kanawha 200
Cabell 84
Raleigh 68
Fayette 42
Lincoln 20
Hampshire 18
Hardy 11
Ritchie 9
Tyler 9
Mercer 54
Wayne 32
Mineral 21
Berkeley 51
Putham 36

Total
Population

1,811,688
13,706
9.093
23,546
28,672
7,180
29,997
15,323
86,694
41,445
27.980
16,106
11,114
8,066
201,477
94,112
79,232
47,094
22,185
19,148
11,857
10,381
9,789
64,342
41,978
27,044
71,021
51,195

#of

Incidents

Table #1

Rote
0.07% Summers
0.23% Tucker
0.18% Ohio
0.14% Mason
0.13% Hancock
0.13% Braxton
0.12% Clay
0.12% McDowell
0.11% Nicholas
0.11% Preston
0.11% Lewis
0.11% Calhoun
0.11% Monongalia
0.11% Harrison
0.10% Wyoming
0.09% Webster
0.09% Greenbrier
0.09% Boone
0.09% Wetzel
0.09% Logan
0.09% Mingo
0.09% Brooke
0.09% Taylor
0.08% Doddridge
0.08% Pleasants
0.08% Marshalll
0.07% Monroe
0.07% Wirt

10
5
27
22
19
8
6
14
15
15
9
4
34
25
1
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Total
Population

13,919

7,692
48,232
35,235
34,010
13,220
10,519
25,933
27,557
29,805
17,609

7,945
77,452
70,808
27,431
10,238
35,349
26,164
18,307
41,023
31,911
26,015
15,359

7,503

7,498
56,466
13,191

5,710

Incidents on School Property in WV (School Year 1999-2000)

Rate
0.07%
0.07%
0.06%
0.06%
0.06%
0.06%
0.06%
0.05%
0.05%
0.05%
0.05%
0.05%
0.04%
0.04%
0.04%
0.04%
0.03%
0.03%
0.03%
0.02%
0.02%
0.02%
0.02%
0.01%
0.01%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%

Source: Incident figures are based on preliminary WVIBRS data from July 1, 1999 to June 30
and include incidents involving offenders of all ages. 1998 U.S. Census figures were used for the
population numberdNote: Rates were calculated by dividing the number of incidents in a county
county’s total population.

they were victims of about 550,000 serious
violent crimes away from school,
compared with about 253,000 at school
(Indicators of School Crime and Safety,
2000)

According to preliminary data from the
West Virginia Incident-Based Reporting
System (WVIBRS) from July 1, 1999 to
June 30, 2000, 1,323 incidents occurred on
school property.

These include incidents on school
property that involved a response from law
enforcement, with the exception of
incidents involving status offenses and
certain offenses against the public,
regardless of the outcome and the age of
those involved. The integrity of WVIBRS
data relies on the accuracy of the reports
submitted by law enforcement.

County

Each county in West Virginia except
Monroe and Wirt reported at least one
incident occurring on school property during
the 1999-2000 school year.

Morgan County had the highest
incident rate with 1 incident for every 442
county residents (0.23%lPocahontas
was second with 1 incident per 568
(0.18%) residents. Although more
incidents (200) occurred iKanawha
County than in any other county;, its rate of
lincident per 1,007 (0.10%) residents was

' 29@%s than 13 other counties. These three
’yctfg“é?)tﬁnty rates were higher than the state

rate of 1 incident for every 1,369 residents
(0.07%). (See Table #1)




Age

Of the incidents on school property
in West Virginia during the 1999-2000
school year that involved a victim and
reported the victim’s age, about hal
were juveniles (50.7%) and half werg
adults (49.3%).

When the offender’s age was
reported, 72.2% were below the age (
18. The majority of offenders (67.3%
were between 12 and 17 years old.

Almost half (45.1%) of the incidents
that involved a victim were betweer
juvenile offenders and juvenile victims

Incidents in WV by Age of Offender and Victim
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Source Preliminary WVIBRS data (July 1, 1999-June 30, 2000).

Less than a quarter (22.6%) wer
between juvenile offenders and adu
VICtims. (See Graph #1 for the ages of offender

and victims.) Table #2
Gender WV Population Offenders Victims
Males predominated as offenders arjd White Males 839.847 644 0.08% 414 0.05%
were slightly overrepresented as victimg  White Females 901,609 177 0.02% 346  0.04%
More than three-quarters (77.9%) of a|l Black Males 27,435 79  0.29% 13 005%
incidents involved male offenders. Morg  gjack Females 30,661 27  0.09% N 007%
_than half (5.5.9%) of the incider_1tst thal  ~inerMales 10,526 4 002% 0 0.02%
involved a victim involved male victims. Ofher Fernales 11,374 5 000% R

L

Incidents were often between thé
same gender. More than half of all
incidents (51.7%) were between male
victims and male offenders. Almost a

Race & Gender of Offenders & Victims

Source: Preliminary WVIBRS data (July 1, 1999-June 30, 2000) and 1998 U.S. Censgus
Bureau dataNote: The offender and victimization rates for each race/gender group was calculated
by dividing the number of incidents of each group by the overall population of each race/gender
group in West Virginia.

qguarter (23.0%) were between female

victims and female offenders. Less tha~
a quarter (19.9%) were between ma
offenders and female victims. Only 5.49
were between female offenders an
male victims.

Race

According to 1998 U.S. Census
Bureau population estimates for Weg
Virginia, whites comprise 95.6% of the
population, blacks 3.2%, and other race
(Asian or Pacific Islander, American
Indian, Eskimo, or Aleut) 1.2%.

Of the incidents in which the
offender’s race was reported, 88.19
involved white offenders, 11.3%

Race & Gender of WV Population
Graph #2
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Source 1998 U.S. Census Bureau data.

involved black offenders, and 0.6%

involved offenders of other races.  was higher than the offender rate of angnales and white males followed closely
Of the incidents that involved a victimother group. It was more than threat 0.05% each.

and reported the victim’s race, 95.6%imes as high as the black female The majority (86.2%) of incidents

involved white victims, 4.2% involved offender rate (0.09%) and the white malevere between white offenders and white

black victims, and 0.3% involved victimsoffender rate (0.08%). VICtims. (See Table #2 and Graph #2 for gender

of other races.

Black females had the highespnd race distributions in these incidents and in the

The black male offender rate (0.29%yictimization rate at 0.07%, though black'®'®")
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Month

From July 1999 to June 2000, incident Incidents on School Property in WV by Month
on school property in West Virginia| 180 — 160 Graph #3 .
occurred more frequently in February 149 157

(12.3%) than any other month. Octobe
(12.1%) and May (11.9%) were alsq 140
peaks. As expected, the fewest inciden 120
occurred in June (4.9%), July (4.4% 100
and August (4.2%)(see Graph #3 for the
frequencies by month.)

Hour of Day

National data indicates juvenile
violence peaks in the afterschool hour
of school daysJuvenile Offenders and
Victims 1999).

In West Virginia, however, more
incidents (9.8%) were reported at eigh
o'clock in the morning, as the school da:
commences, than at any other hour of Incidents on School Property in WV by Hour
day. Three o’clock, during the end of thg Graph #4
school day, was the second most 140 —
frequently reported hour. 9.4% of the
incidents occurred during this hour. Noo
was the third most frequently reporte
hour with 8.1% of the incidents occurring
during this time.

Evening hours, in general, were
slightly higher in frequency than early
morning hours, but neither exceeded

rates during the school dagee Graph #4
for the frequencies by hour.)
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Source: Preliminary WVIBRS data (July 1, 1999-June 30, 2000)
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School Violence Indicators ey A BT AP B
A national sample of studentg AM PM

responded to the Youth Risk Behavio Source Preliminary WVIBRS data (July 1, 1999-June 30, 2008)ote: The midnight

Survey in 1997 and 1999. Student hour was removed from this graph due to problems with misreporting.

reported their fear for safety, weapon

in school, and physical fighting and

injuries. This survey, weapons data frorwere responsible for 4.4% of student$997 (U.S. DHHS, 1999).

the West Virginia Department ofmissing one or more days of school in Nationwide, 3,930 students were

Education, and national data on schoaothe past 30 dayg.his percent is down expelled from school during the 1997-

related violent deaths provide arirom5.7% in 1997 (U.S. Department 0fl998 school year for bringing a firearm

overview of school violence statewiddiealth and Human Services, 1999). to school.

and throughout the nation. Weapons in School Of these incidents, 57.0% occurred

Fear for Safety In 1999, 6.9% of the nation’s highin high schools, 33.0% in junior highs,
In 1999, 5.2% of the nation’s highschool students reported carrying and 10.0% in elementary schools.

school students missed at least one d#gapon on school property on one or 61% of these incidents involved a

of school in the past 30 days becaudgore of the past 30 days. This is a 1.6%tandgun, 7.0% a rifle, and 32.0% other

they felt unsafe at school or wherflecrease from 1997 (U.S. DHHS, 1999)veapons, including bombs, grenades,

traveling to or from school. This statistic Although a greater percentage (9.8%§tarter pistols, and rocketRgport on

represents a 1.2% increase from 1999f West Virginia high school studentsState Implementation of the Gun-Free
High school students in WestVirginiareported carrying a weapon on scho&@chool Act of 19941999).

feel slightly safer than the nationaProperty onone or more of the past thirty The use of hands, feet, or teeth to

average. In 1999, school safety conceri&ys, this is a decrease of 1.0% frorassault another individual were the most
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frequently reported “weapons” involve

in the incidents on school property i Weapons Used on School Property in WV
West Virginia during the 1999-2000 Table #3
school year, according to the WVIBRS # Weapon # Weapon
data. 276  Hands, Feet, Teeth, Etc. 95 Knife
According to theWeapons Report 20 Knife 30 Fireams
Form Summaryrom the West Virginia 8 Fireams 14 OtherWeapons
Department of Education (WVDOE), 4 Explosives
from August 1999 to June 2000, the most 3 BluntObject
common weapon was a knife. Source: WV Department of Education,
The WVDOE reported 139 Weapons Joes jore 30 o000, 0 O I Rl L A

incidents. Of these, 68.3% (95) involved
knives, 10.1% (14) involved guns, an
21.6% (30) involved other weapons
including metallic knuckles, explosive

Top 10 Offenses on School Property in WV

materials, and razors. The 14 incidents Graph #5
involving guns in West Virginia schools Assault 406 |
during the 1999-2000 school year Destruction of Property 251 |
represents a decrease from the 22 Stolen Property 248 |
incidents involving guns during the 1998t Burglary/B&E | 133 |
1999 school year(see Table #3 for weapons i .
used on school property.) DruQ Violations Il
These weapons incidents resulted in Infimidation | 74]
8 injuries of teachers, staff, and students  Weapons Violations 8
and 51 expulsions of students| Sexual Offenses 14
(WVDOE, 1999-2000). Fraud 8
The discrepancy between weaporns Arson

—

incidents reported by law enforcemern
and those reported by the Department
of Education may reflect differences in
data collection methods, specificall
whether hands, feet, and teeth arehysical Fighting and Injuries Common Incidents at School
counted as weapons. Also, differences According to 1999 data, 14.2% ofthe Aggravated and simple assault
may result from incidents being handledation’s high school students had beenere reported in more than one-fourth
internally, without notifying the police. in a physical fight on school property(30.7%) of the 1,323 incidents on school
In 1999, 7.7% of the nation’s highduring the past 12 months, which is dowproperty in West Virginia during the
school students reported they had bedom 14.8% in 1997. 1999-2000 school year. Aggravated
threatened or injured with a weapon In West Virginia, the percentage ofassault is defined as an unlawful attack
on school propertat least once during high school students who had been intay one person upon another in which the
the past 12 months. This is a slighphysical fight on school property withinoffender uses a weapon or displays it in
increase from 7.4% in 1997. the past year remained at 13.1% in 1999 threatening manner, or the victim
Similarly in 1999, 7.7% of Westas it was in 1997 (U.S. DHHS, 1999). suffers obvious severe or aggravated
Virginia high school students reported The presence or absence of injurybodily injury. Simple assault is defined
they had been threatened or injured witlvas noted in 446 incidents occurring oas an unlawful physical attack by one
aweapon on school property one or mogghool property in West Virginia duringperson upon another in which neither the
times within the past year, representinthe 1999-2000 school year. Of theseffender displays a weapon, nor the
a small decrease from 7.8% in 1997. incidents, 52.7% (235 incidents) reportedictim suffers obvious severe or
Of the incidents reported to lawno injuries had been sustained. In nearbggravated bodily injury.
enforcement that charged weaporn4.8% (200) of the incidents, only The majority of simple assault
violations, 93.6% involved juvenileapparent minor injury resulted. Otheincidents on school property were by
offenders. injuries included 3 apparent brokenuveniles (70.4%) and were against
bones, 2 possible internal injuries, juveniles (67.5%).
severe lacerations, and one other major Destruction, damage, and/or
injury. vandalism of propertyvas reported

0O 50 100 150 200 250 300 350 400 450
Source: Preliminary WVIBRS data (July 1, 1999 to June 30, 2000).
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in 19.0% of the incidents, making it the
second most frequently reported
offense. The majority of these incident
were against adults (85.3%).

Stolen propertyffenses, comprised
18.7% of the incidents. The majority o
the stolen property offenses were b
juveniles (76.6%) and against adult
(63.3%).

The fourth most frequent offense was
burglary and/or breaking and 1
entering which was reported in 10.1%
of allincidents.

School-Associated Violent Deaths in the U.S
1992-2000
Graph #6
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School-Related Fatalities
According to the National School Source: The National School Safety Center (2000pte: These totals reflect all homicides,
, suicides, or weapons-related deaths of students, teachers, school personnel, visitors, etc., o¢curring
Safety Center_s (NSSCReport on on school property, on the way to or from school, at or on the way to school-sponsored events, or
School-Associated Violent Deaths as a direct result of school functions or activities. None of these deaths occurred in West Virginia.

most school-related deaths from 1992
2000 resulted from shooting incidents
stemming from interpersonal disputes or In West Virginia Nationally
unknown reasons occurring on high
school campuses.

There were 15 school-related violen Fear for Safety

degltgs,srr:cludlng 8 hom'T'OtIeZ’fs ,[Sl:.'?de.s’ Students missing school because they There has beendight increasein
and £ otherweapons-related falalities )y, o4 for their safetgleclined from the number of students who miss school

the United States during the 1999-2008 794 i 1997 to 4.4% in 1999. because of fear for their safety from
school year. The victims of these 4.0% 10 5.2%

fatalities included 13 students, 1 teacher.
and 1 school cook. Although this Threats/Injuries by Weapon

represents a 50.0% decrease from 3u _
school-related deaths during the 1998- The percentage of students who were The percentage of students in the

1999 school year, one-half (15) of th&hreatened or injured with a weapon onation who had been threatened or
1998-1999 school year fatalitiesSchool propertyemained steadyat injured with a weapon on school property
occurred as a result of the April 1999 - 7%. increased slightlyfrom 7.4% to 7.7%.

Columbine tragedy in Littleton, Colorado. Presence of Weapons

According to the NSSC's report, there
were no school-associated violent deaths The number of students who reported The number of students who reported
in West Virginia between 1992 and 2000carrying a weapon on school propertgarrying a weapon on school property

decreasedfrom 10.8% to 9.8%. The decreasedfrom 8.5% to 6.9%.

Summary number of gun incidents reported by the

Although school violence warrantspepartment of Education decreased from
concern, data from the 1999-2000 schogb to 14.

year indicate there is little cause for
alarm. According to national estimates
students are safer at school than away
from school.

The rates for incidents involving
weapons, fighting, and death on scho
property do not appear to be changina
dramatically in West Virginia. Nationally, Violent Deaths

the only increased measure between
1997 and 1999 was students missing From 1992 to 2000no school- The frequency of school-related

school because they feared for theﬁelated violent deathsoccurred in violent deathdecreased
West Virginia.

Physical Fights

High school students reporting they The percentage of high school

had been in a physical fight on schodtudents who were in a physical fight on

aropertyremained the sameat 13.1%. school propertglecreasedrom 14.8%
to 14.2%.

safety.

School Violence Report 5



Works Cited

Federal Bureau of Investigation. (1992hiform Crime Reporting Handbook.
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Justice.

Gray, K., & Sinclair, B. (1999Report on the State Implementation of the Gun-Free Schoo
Act of 1994 Rockville, MD: U.S. Department of Education.
Available Online: http://www.ed.gov/offices/DESE/SDFS/GFSA/index.html

Kann, L., Kinchen, S., Williams, B., Ross, J., Lowry, R., Grunbaum, J., & Kolbe, L. (1999).

Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 19%%ashington, DC: Author.

Kaufman, P., Chandler, K., & Rand, M. (200@dicators of School Crime and Safety.
Washington, DC: National Association for Education Statistics and the U.S.
Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Bureau of Justice Statistics.
Available Online: http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/

National Education Association (NEA). (19989)hool Safety Facts.
Available Online: http://www.nea.org/issues/safescho/safestat.html

National School Safety Center. (2008yhool Associated Violent Deaths.
West Lake Village, CA: Author. Available Online: http://www.nsscl.org/savd/savd.pdf

Snyder, H. & Sickmund, M. (1999)uvenile Offenders and Victims: 1999 National Report.
Washington, DC: Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention.
Available Online: http://www.ncjrs.org/html/ojjdp/nationalreport99/toc.html

U.S. Census Bureau. (1998ppulation Estimates for 1998
Populations Estimates Program. Washington, DC: Population Division.
Available Online: http://www.census.gov/population/www/estimates/statepop.htmi

WYV Department of Education. (1999-200@)eapon Report Form Summary: Aug. 1999-
June 2000Charleston, WV.

WYV State Police, UCR Section. (1999-200Q) Incident-Based Reporting Sysi@iVIBRS).
Preliminary Data Obtained October 2000.

Acknowledgments

This report is the work of Division of Criminal
Justice Services (DCJS) staff and was funded
through the U.S. Department of Justice grant
#1999-MU-MU-KO13.

Information presented in this report does
not necessarily represent the opinions of the
U.S. Department of Justice or the State of
West Virginia.

Written By
Autumn Lucas
Statistical Analysis Cenfer Infern

Contributions By
Erica Turley
Research Analyst

Layout By
Michele McKnight
Research Analyst

J. Norbert Federspiel
DCJS Director

Laura Hutzel
Statistical Analysis Center Director

1204 Kanawha Blvd. East
Charleston, WV 25301
Phone: (304) 558-8814

Fax: (304) 558-0391

This report and others can be viewed and
printed from the DCJS Web site at
www.wvdcjs.com.

Division of

CRIMINAL

JUSTICE
SERVICES

Statistical Analysis Center
1204 Kanawha Boulevard, East

Bulk Rate
U.S. Postage Paid
Charleston, WV
Permit No. 271

Charleston, WV 25301

7755-24




