
STOP team members completed and submitted 7000
demographic reports on the victims they served.
Please note that the demographic report form was
re-designed and the new forms were to be
implemented beginning January 1999.  A number of
the sites were late in implementing the form.  Site
visits began in March, and team members were
reminded to utilize the new demographic form.  One
identified weakness with the new form was the
elimination of the last four digits of the victim’s social
security number.  Thus, identification of duplicate
forms was eliminated.  The digits of the social
security number, when able to be ascertained,
provided a method to easily identify duplicate forms.
Data from forms identified as duplicate was not
entered.  Duplication of forms, which would impact
the accurate number of victims served, has been a
concern of the evaluator.

Information collected from the demographic forms
is presented in this section and includes the victims’
race, disability, age, employment, marital status,
relationship to abuser, history of abuse, use of
weapons, medical treatment received, and use of
police and courts.  The victim demographic report is
shown in Appendix B.

STATISTICAL SUMMARY OF PERSONS SERVED

AGE
The average age of the victims was 27 years.
Victims’ ages ranged from zero to 88 years old.   The
majority were between 19 and 42 years old.

RACE
There was a change in the percentages of different
racial groups in comparison to last year’s figures.  A
slight decrease was seen in the percentage of white
victims, from 94% to 93%.  The percentage of black
victims increased from 3% to 6%, representing a
significant increase.  Victims of other racial or ethnic
descent remained constant at 1%.  These changes
may be due in part to a decrease or increase,
respectively, in the reporting of domestic violence.

Figure 1 reflects the population of West Virginia on
the left and the racial distribution of victims served
on the right.

NUMBER OF CHILDREN
Data from the entry of 7,000 demographic reports
reflected that there were 8,193 children in the home.
The report form did not specify the gender of the
children.
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EMPLOYMENT LEVELS OF VICTIMS
SERVED
Of the female victims 18 years or older, 65% were
unemployed, 19% were employed full-time, and 16%
were employed part-time.  In comparison to last
year’s figures, the percentage of victims unemployed
remained the same.  There was a decrease in the
percentage of victims employed full time (from 24%
to 19%), and an increase in the number reporting
part-time employment (from 11% to 16%).

EDUCATION
The victims represented a wide range of educational
levels, from grade school to college.  As depicted in
Figure 3, those with a GED were included with those
who completed 12 years of education.  Nearly 400
victims reported 13 or more years of education,  as
compared to 600 last year.

GOVERNMENT BENEFITS
There were 1,738 victims who reported receiving
foodstamps.  There were 1,611 victims who reported
receiving a medical card; 371 reported receiving a
housing benefit.  AFDC/TANF was received by 356
victims, social security benefits were received by 317
victims, 183 victims received other benefits.
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MARITAL STATUS
The marital status of victims is depicted in Figure
5.  Victims that were married comprised the largest
group of victims in comparison to the other marital
status groups.  The second largest group was
comprised of victims who were single.

DISABILITIES
5.8% of victims reported a physical disability, 5.2%
of victims reported a mental disability, 1% of victims
were counted in the other category.

HISTORY OF ABUSE
The majority of victims reported a history of abuse
(62%).  In comparison to last year’s report, a decrease
was reflected in victims reporting a history of abuse,
from 81% to 62%.  An increase was seen in the
percentage of victims reporting no history of abuse,
29% as compared to 17% last year.  Also, 9%
reflected unreported history, as compared to 2% last
year.

RELATIONSHIP OF OFFENDER TO VICTIM
The majority of victims were abused by their spouse
and a large portion were abused by a significant other.
Former significant others and former spouses were
also frequent abusers.  See  Figure 8 for the complete
list of abusers.
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NATURE OF VICTIMIZATION
Each victim reported the type or types of
victimization suffered.  Categories provided included
physical, emotional, sexual, stalking, and neglect.
Forty-six percent of victims reported being physically
abused and 43% of the victims reported being
emotionally abused.  Stalking victims represented
5% of the total victims (as compared to 8% last year),
along with another 5% reporting sexual abuse (as
compared to 7% last year).  One percent of victims
were neglected.

WEAPONS THREATENED OR USED
Categories included: firearm, fist, knife, bat and other.
A fist was the most common weapon, used against
32% of victims.  A firearm was the second most
common weapon, used against 10% of the victims.
See the corresponding figure for the remaining
percentages.  In comparison to last year’s figures,
there was a slight decrease in the use of a fist as a
weapon, down from 38% to 32%.  Also, the use or
threat of a firearm decreased, from 14% to 10%, and
there was an increase reported in the threat or use of
a knife, from 4% to 9%.
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POLICE REPORTS
The majority of victims, 67%, reported the abuse to
the police (as compared to 64% last year); 33% of
victims did not report the abuse to the police,
remaining the same as last year.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PETITIONS
Fifty-three percent of victims received a Domestic
Violence Petition, as compared to 57% last year.
Thirty-nine percent did not file a petition, as
compared to 40% last year.  Magistrate denied the
petition to 3% of the victims, remaining the same as
last year.

FIREARMS
Victims were asked to report on the presence of
firearms in the house, if a firearm was mentioned in
the abuse, if the victim was threatened with a firearm,
or if a firearm was used against the victim by the
abuser.  Sixty-five percent of the victims reported
firearms on the property, as compared to 30% last
year.
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The Violence Against Women Act, Title IV of the
Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of
1994, appropriated funding to encourage law
enforcement, prosecution, and victim service
providers to coordinate efforts and develop strategies
in response to crimes against women.

In July of 1998, $1,154,829.64 in VAWA funding
was made available to the State of West Virginia.
As the State’s criminal justice planning agency, the
Division of Criminal Justice Services administered
these funds.  The Governor awarded these funds to
23 county-based teams, and three statewide
initiatives.  Funding was awarded to eligible teams
based upon a grant proposal and review process.

As a requirement of the Violence Against Women
Act each state is to conduct an evaluation to provide
the Attorney General with information needed for
reports to Congress.  This document contains the
results of the evaluation for the State of West Virginia
for the 1997 – 1998 fiscal year.

SUMMARY

A table on page 6 reflects grants awarded, the amount
of the award, and funds expended by each grantee.
The summary of the purposes and progress of the
STOP teams was provided on pages 8 through 66.
Progress towards each goal, objective, and activity
for each time was outlined in this section.

A statistical summary of persons served was provided
on pages 67 through 72.  This included an analysis
of the demographic information regarding victims
served.  An evaluation of the effectiveness of specific
goals and objectives was incorporated into the
evaluation of progress on pages 8 through 66.

The appendixes include a monthly progress report
form and demographic report forms.
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