STOP VAWA Recovery Act Administrative Manual Additions:
Chapter 1

GENERAL INFORMATION 

AND APPLICATION PROCESS

General Information
On February 17, 2009, President Obama signed into law the landmark American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (the “Recovery Act”). As one of its many elements, the Recovery Act provides the U.S. Department of Justice with funding for grants to assist state, local, and tribal law enforcement (including support for hiring to combat violence against women, to fight internet crimes against children, to improve the functioning of the criminal justice system, to assist victims of crime, and to support youth mentoring. DOJ is committed to working with our national, state, local and tribal partnerships to ensure this funding invests in the American workforce.  
Overview 

This grant program is authorized by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Public Law 111-5) (the “Recovery Act”) and by 42 U.S.C. 3796gg et seq. 
The stated purposes of the Recovery Act are to preserve and create jobs and promote economic recovery; to assist those most impacted by the recession; to provide investments needed to increase economic efficiency by spurring technological advances in science and health; to invest in transportation, environmental protection, and other infrastructure that will provide long-term economic benefits; and to stabilize State and local government budgets, in order to minimize and avoid reductions in essential services and counterproductive State and local tax increases. 
The Recovery Act places great emphasis on accountability and transparency in the use of taxpayer dollars. Among other things, it creates a new Recovery Accountability and Transparency Board and a new website – Recovery.gov – to provide information to the public, including access to detailed information on grants and contracts made with Recovery Act funds.  STOP VAWA-RA sub-grantees are under the same requirement of standard STOP VAWA Formula Grants.

Requirements:

1. Within 90 days of receiving funding all STOP VAWA-RA sub-grantees must submit a STOP Team Protocol which addresses the following:

· Stalking, Sexual Assault, Domestic Violence and Dating Violence and 

· each core members response to each crime (each core discipline must have their own section which addresses the response to all four crimes); 

· must include response and service at the pre-investigation, investigation, prosecution, and re-entry/aftercare stages-including who responds, what the response/service is and how the responses/service is coordinated;

· Mechanisms the Team has in place to (1) measure compliance with the established Protocol and (2) measure the effectiveness of response and service to victims.

· Description of the policies in place for law enforcement officer involved (perpetrated) Violence against women cases.

2. All Stop VAWA-RA Team Core Members are required to meet at a minimum on a quarterly basis. Core members include: Prosecutor, Law Enforcement Officer and Victim Services.  All members should be in place and the first meeting held within 90 days of receiving funds.  Sub-grantee will submit a list of all STOP Team Members, names, agency, address and e-mail address, date of first meeting within 90 days of receiving funds.

3. All sub-grantees will develop and implement client survey/evaluations which ensure client confidentiality consistent with the VAWA confidentiality requirements and evaluate services offered by the program and keep in client files.  DCJS may at any time request copies of completed evaluations.
Grant Applications
The award period for these grants will be up to 24 months. Grant funds will only be guaranteed for a grant period not to begin before July 1, 2009 – June 30, 2011.    

NOTE: Please be advised the STOP VAWA Recovery Act (VAWA-RA) funds are separate and apart from the standard STOP VAWA grant program funds and applications.  Therefore, programs who receive VAWA-RA awards will be guaranteed funding for ONLY the VAWA-RA grant period.  Furthermore, programs receiving a VAWA-RA award will not be considered existing programs or funded staff will be considered new position for future standard STOP VAWA grant application and award process and will be required to apply as a new program and/or a new position.
Chapter 3   Allowability of Costs

Unallowable Activities:

1. Purchasing Vehicles:  Purchasing vehicles is not allowable with STOP VAWA 

Recovery Act Funds.
CHAPTER 8 Monitoring

 The Division of Criminal Justice Services staff will make at least one on-site visit to each grant program during the grant period (one visit per each year funded) to monitor the performance of grant-supported activities. 


Self Monitoring reports will not be accepted for STOP VAWA Recovery Act Sub-grantees.
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