APPENDIX M

STOP VAWA
Confidentiality
Requirements



Confidentiality After VAWA 200

Confidentiality in VAWA 2005

O Confidentiality only applies to the VAWA grant programs — a global condition

(not law)
O The confidentiality condition applies to all four crimes: domestic violence, dating

violence, sexual assault, and stalking
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In VAWA section 605, who are “victim service providers”?

Victim service providers include nonprofit organizations whose primary mission is to
provide services to victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or



stalking, such as rape crisis centers, battered women’s shelters, and domestic violence
transition housing programs.

This also includes faith-based programs and homeless shelters which have specific victim
services programs or umbrella organizations that have a specific victim services
programs as part of their organization. In those cases, confidentiality protections would
only extend to the specific program in question, unless the larger organization receives
VAWA or FVPSA funding and falls under the Section 3 protection.

How can we help protect victims who use other services such as homeless shelters?

Victims are not automatically exempt from having their information entered into HMIS
when they use other HUD-funded services. It is critical that advocates educate victims
about their right to decline any information about them being entered into an HMIS
system and also educate other HUD funded agencies to provide full notice and consent
(not “inferred consent,” a concept used by some HMIS programs). All clients should
have the opportunity to decline any or all electronic HMIS entry — whether the
information is “scrambled,” “hidden,” or “open.’

“The Violence Against women and Department of Justice Authorization Act of

2005”

Passed by Congress as H.R. 3402 on December 17, 2005, signed into law by President on January 5,
2006

Now Public Law 109-162



