The mission of the Victims of Crimes Act (VOCA) Program is to enhance and expand direct services to victims of crime with special emphasis placed on victims of domestic violence, child abuse, and sexual assault. Victim's Assistance is mandated under the Victims of Crime Act of 1984, as amended.

According to federal guidelines, priority will be given to eligible crime victims assistance programs providing direct services to victims of: 
· Rape/Sexual Assault 

· Spousal Abuse 

· Child Abuse 

· Previously Underserved Victims of Violence Crime
(Survivors of homicide victims, elderly victims of abuse or neglect, victims of drunk drivers, adult survivors of child sexual assault or incest, or other violent crimes that are being neglected or not being served adequately.) 

West Virginia requires every program receiving VOCA funds to include, as a principal mission or component of its program, services to at least one category of priority victims, and:
· Be operated by a local unit of government or a private non-profit organization that provides services to crime victims. 

· Have a record of providing effective services to victims of crime and have financial support from other sources. 

· Utilize volunteers. 

· Promote coordinated public and private efforts to aid crime victims. 

· Assist victims in seeking available crime victim compensation benefits. 

VOCA funds must be used only to provide direct services to victims of crime. (Direct services are activities that directly benefit individual crime victims.)
Allowable Costs
· Personnel expenses 

· Contractual services (portion) 

· Travel/Training expenses 

· Space (pro-rated) 

· Telephone (pro-rated) 

· Audit Costs (2% of award) 

· Program materials, supplies, etc. 

