Additions to Administrative Manual for the VOCA Recovery Act:
Chapter 1

GENERAL INFORMATION 

AND APPLICATION PROCESS

Overview:  

On February 17, 2009, President Obama signed into law the landmark American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (the “Recovery Act”). This grant program is authorized by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Public Law 111-5) (the “Recovery Act”) and by the Victims of Crime Act of 1984 (VOCA), 42 U.S.C. 10603(a).


The stated purposes of the Recovery Act are: to preserve and create jobs, and promote economic recovery.  Services under the VOCA Recovery Act Formula Grant are defined as those efforts that (1) respond to the emotional and physical needs of crime victims; (2) assist primary and secondary victims of crime to stabilize their lives after a victimization; (3) assist victims to understand and participate in the criminal justice system; and (4) provide victims of crime with a measure of safety and security such as boarding-up broken windows and replacing and repairing locks.  

The Recovery Act places great emphasis on accountability and transparency in the use of taxpayer dollars. Among other things, it creates a new Recovery Accountability and Transparency Board and a new website – Recovery.gov – to provide information to the public, including access to detailed information on grants and contracts made with Recovery Act funds.  Sub-grantees are required to follow all requirements of the Victim of Crime Act.

Grant Applications
The award period for these grants will be up to 24 months. Grant funds will only be guaranteed for a grant period not to begin before July 1, 2009 – June 30, 2011.    

NOTE: Please be advised the VOCA Recovery Act (VOCA-RA) funds are separate and apart from the standard VOCA grant program funds and applications.  Therefore, programs who receive VOCA-RA awards will be guaranteed funding for ONLY the VOCA-RA grant period.  Furthermore, programs receiving a VOCA-RA award will not be considered existing programs or funded staff will be considered new position for future standard VOCA grant application and award process and will be required to apply as a new program and/or a new position.
Chapter 3   Allowability of Costs
Travel/Training:  

All training funds will be utilized in the following order:

· Attend the West Virginia State Victim Assistance Academy WVSVAA (all newly funded VOCA advocates and those with less than 3 years of experience);

· If unable to attend the WVSVAA then Travel/Training funds must be used for either

a. In-State Trainings or

b. Direct Service Mileage for Victims

Unallowable Activities:

1. Purchasing Vehicles:  Purchasing vehicles is not allowable with VOCA 

Recovery Act Funds.
CHAPTER 8 Monitoring

 The Division of Criminal Justice Services staff will make at least one on-site visit to each grant program during the grant period (one visit per each year funded) to monitor the performance of grant-supported activities. 


Self Monitoring reports will not be accepted for VOCA Recovery Act Sub-grantees.
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